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No-Fee Yard Waste Collection Oct. 12 & Oct. 26

City Welcomes First Hybrid
Recycling Truck in Michigan

Also in this issue:

The City of East Lansing is pleased to announce the arrival of the first
hydraulic hybrid recycling truck in Michigan! The new truck was purchased
in accordance with the City’s Green Fleet Policy after much research and a
three-week demo of the technology last fall. The truck demonstrates the
City’s commitment to actively reducing fuel consumption and emissions
through fleet purchasing that considers alternative technologies.

Yard Waste Program ...............4

The new truck is fully automated and has an Autocar® chassis equipped
with the Parker RunWise® advanced series hybrid drive system. A hybrid by
design, this truck utilizes two forms of energy; its first source originates from
the diesel engine, while the second source is derived from brake energy.
RunWise® replaces the conventional transmission so that accumulated
energy from the vehicle’s braking system is stored and used to power the
truck each time it accelerates. It is only as the truck reaches highway speeds
that the power drive unit transfers from hydrostatic to mechanical drive.
Perfect for urban areas with low speeds and frequent stops, such as East
Lansing, the truck is expected to consume 35-50 percent less fuel than a
standard recycling truck and the City expects to see emissions lowered by
as much as 48 tons in one year. As the primary recycling truck for the City’s
new curbside recycling cart program, this green vehicle is just one more way
that East Lansing continues to be a leader in implementing practices that
enhance the City’s livability today and preserve resources for tomorrow.
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New recycling carts are coming!
Check out the front page of the
Dialog for details! Find more info
at cityofeastlansing.com/recycle.

Department of Public Works

Quality Services for a Quality Community

NEW CURBSIDE RECYCLING GUIDE
Material

Details (single stream, no sorting required)

Glass Bottles & Jars

Paper labels acceptable • All colors accepted, including green

Tin, Foil, Steel & Aluminum Cans

Paper labels acceptable • All sizes accepted • Remove food
residue

Household Scrap Metal

Includes metal pots/pans, metal trays, metal bakeware, metal
utensils, etc. • Empty aerosol containers accepted • NO wire
hangers

Plastic Bottles & Containers

Labeled #1-#7 (NO #3 PVC, Styrofoam or plastic bags)

Bulky Rigid Plastic

Includes buckets, lawn chairs, toys, bins, etc. (look for HDPE
symbol)

Cartons

Includes milk cartons, juice cartons/boxes, etc.

Newspapers, Magazines & Phone
Books

Includes inserts • NO plastic bags or packaging wrap

Paper

Includes office paper, junk mail, envelopes, file folders, cards,
paper bags, shredded paper in secured clear plastic bag, etc.

Boxboard

Includes dry food/cereal boxes, shoe boxes, etc.

Corrugated Cardboard

Break down boxes

Clothing/Textiles

Only in green Simple Recycling bags

Small Household Goods/
Appliances/Electronics

Only in green Simple Recycling bags

New Bi-Weekly Recycling Schedule

With the rollout of East Lansing’s new recycling carts, curbside recycling collection will change from weekly to bi-weekly
beginning Oct. 5. Materials delivered with the new carts will notify residents of whether they are part of Green Week or
Blue Week. A map is also available on page 3 and at cityofeastlansing.com/recycle. Refuse will continue to be collected
weekly. Residents' refuse/recycling collection day has not changed unless previously notified (also indicated on map).
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Household
Hazardous Waste
Ingham County’s Household
Hazardous Waste collections
will continue through the end
of September on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, 2-6 p.m., at the Ingham
County Health Department, 5303
S. Cedar St. Items accepted include
pesticides, oil-based paints and
more. Call (517) 887-4312 for info.

Patriarche Park
Recycling Site Open
this Fall
The seasonal Patriarche Park
drop-off site, Alton Road at
Saginaw Street, will be available for
corrugated cardboard and boxboard
recycling this fall/winter. The site
will be open around Oct. 1 through
mid-April.

Battery & CFL Bulb
Recycling
CFL bulbs and household batteries
can be recycled at DPW, East
Lansing City Hall, the East Lansing
Hannah Community Center and
the East Lansing Public Library
(batteries only). Look for the white
boxes and green buckets.

Yard Waste Program
Yard waste includes leaves, plant materials, grass
clippings and brush/limbs.
Containing Yard Waste
There are three ways to contain yard waste (no-fee days are exempt
from City bag/sticker requirement, all other guidelines apply):
• City paper yard waste bags
• Rigid, 32-gallon plastic container or paper bag with City yard
waste sticker (do not use Easy Carts or plastic bags to dispose of
yard waste)
• Bundled (with string or twine) with a City yard waste sticker
Bags and stickers can be purchased at locations throughout East
Lansing. Call (517) 337-9459 or visit www.cityofeastlansing.com/
yardwaste for details. Yard waste may be placed at the curb after 8
p.m. the day before collection or no later than 7:30 a.m. on the day
of collection. Prior to that, it should be stored in a dry location.

Disposing of Yard Waste
Curbside Yard Waste Collection (runs through Nov. 23)
Curbside collection takes place on Mondays (excluding holidays)
through Nov. 23. Bags must weigh no more than 40 pounds.
Bundles may be no more than 4 feet long and 1 foot in diameter and
weigh no more than 40 pounds. Individual limbs must be 4 inches in
diameter or less. Visit www.cityofeastlansing.com/collectionrequest
or call DPW at (517) 337-9459 Monday-Friday from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. to
request a pickup. Online requests must be made by 7 a.m. on the
Monday of collection and phone requests must be made by 5 p.m.
on the Friday prior to the Monday collection.
No-Fee Curbside Yard Waste Collection (Oct. 12 and Oct. 26)
Dispose of yard waste for free on Oct. 12 and Oct. 26. Yard waste
must be placed in a paper yard waste bag/rigid plastic container or
bundled and placed at the curb by 7:30 a.m. Advanced requests and
City bags/stickers are not required.
Fall Bulk Leaf Collection
Bulk leaf collection will be offered the weeks of Oct. 12, Oct. 26 and
Nov. 9 on the City’s west side and the weeks of Oct. 19, Nov. 2 and
Nov. 16 on the east side. The west side includes the west City limits
at Coolidge and West roads to Abbot Road. The east side includes
the east City limits at Park Lake to Abbot Road. Loose yard waste
(except brush/limbs) can be raked to the curb for free collection.

East Lansing Curbside Journal

Page 4

Fall/Winter 2015

No-Fee Holiday Refuse
Collection

Calendar

With corrugated cardboard, boxboard, wrapping paper
and rigid bulky plastic now added to the East Lansing’s
curbside recycling collection and Simple Recycling
available for textiles/clothing and household goods, the
City expects the demand for the no-fee holiday refuse
collection to diminish. However, the City will provide this
service yet this winter from Dec. 22-Jan. 4 in order to
assist residents with disposal of extra refuse generated
over the holidays.

October

During this time, residents can dispose of extra refuse
without the use of a yellow City trash bag. Refuse is
collected on residents’ normal collection day only, except
where changes are necessary due to the holidays (see
calendar). Bags must weigh no more than 40 pounds.

November

Christmas Tree Recycling

12 First No-Fee Yard Waste Day (City-wide)
12 Bulk Leaf Collection Begins on City’s West
Side
19 Bulk Leaf Collection Begins on City’s East
Side
26 Final No-Fee Yard Waste Day (City-wide)
26 Bulk Leaf Collection on the City’s West Side

2

Bulk Leaf Collection on City’s East Side

9

Final Week of Bulk Leaf Collection on
City’s West Side

11 Veterans Day; Wednesday’s Refuse &
Recycling Collected Wednesday (normal
schedule)
16 Final Week of Bulk Leaf Collection on
City’s East Side

The City will once again collect live-cut Christmas trees
this winter. The trees will be chipped and used as mulch
in City parks or donated to the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources for use as rabbit habitats. Trees can
be recycled curbside or dropped off at a variety of City
locations. All bags, holiday decorations, lights and tree
stands must be removed and trees taller than 6’ should
be cut in half.

23 Final Curbside Yard Waste Collection of 2015
26 DPW Closed for Thanksgiving; No
Refuse/Recycling Collection
27 DPW Closed; Thursday and Friday’s Refuse &
Recycling Collected Friday

December

Curbside collection of trees will take place on Monday,
Dec. 28 and Monday, Jan. 4. Advance phone request and
stickers are not required. Drop-off sites will be available
through Jan. 8 at: Patriarche Park (parking lot on Alton
Road), Emerson Park (Arbor Drive entrance), Fine Park
(parking lot at Winchester Drive), Valley Court Park (south
of the Community Center) and White Memorial Park
(parking lot at Pebblebrook Lane).

22 No-Fee Holiday Refuse Collection Dec. 22Jan. 4; Bulk Item/Yard Waste Not Included
24 DPW Closed for Christmas Eve; Thursday’s
Refuse/Recycling Collected Thursday (normal
schedule)
25 DPW Closed for Christmas; Friday’s Refuse &
Recycling Collected Monday, Dec. 28
28 Curbside Christmas Tree Collection

January
1

DPW Closed for New Year’s Day; Friday’s
Refuse/Recycling Collected Monday, Jan. 4

4

Curbside Christmas Tree Collection

8

Last Day to Drop Off Live-Cut Christmas Trees

18 MLK Holiday; No Bulk Item Collection

February
15 DPW Closed for Presidents’ Day; No Bulk Item
Collection
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Curbside Recycling of Clothing,
Textiles and Household Items
Made Simple
Since November of 2014, the City
of East Lansing has partnered with
Simple Recycling for the free curbside
collection of textiles, clothing and small
household goods.

bags (or bags/boxes with the Simple
Recycling sticker) next to their curbside
recycling on their regular recycling day.
Simple Recycling will leave more bags
each time residents use the service.

To date, Simple Recycling has collected
more than 75,000 pounds of material
from East Lansing residents for reuse
and recycling. The EPA estimates that
the average U.S. resident generates
82 pounds of textiles alone per year,
but only 15 percent gets donated or
recycled.

Please note that as curbside recycling
moves to a bi-weekly schedule this
October, Simple Recycling will continue
to follow the curbside recycling
schedule and become bi-weekly as well.

Simple Recycling accepts the following:
textiles, shoes, clothing in any
condition, pillows, toys, jewelry, purses,
small appliances, lamps, small furniture,
dishes, pictures and more. Residents
simply put their green Simple Recycling

Out & About
with DPW

Need Simple Recycling bags? Visit East
Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, or
the East Lansing Department of Public
Works, 1800 E. State Road, during
normal business hours or call Simple
Recycling at (866) 835-5068. Simple
Recycling bags can also be requested
online at simplerecycling.com/supplies.
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cityofeastlansing.com/recycle

Questions? Email Cathy DeShambo
at cdesham@cityofeastlansing.com.
Visit us on Facebook at
facebook.com/RecycleEL.
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Pictured Above (from top to bottom):
Christoper Smith, Stephen Darling
and Lucas Stemler.
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