EAST LANSING
CITY COUNCIL
AGENDA
September 15, 2012
8:00 AM
East Lansing City Council
Mayor Diane Goddeeris

Mayor Pro Tem Nathan Triplett

Councilmember Kevin E. Beard

Councilmember Victor W. Loomis, Jr.

City Council meets to take action on legislative matters on the first and third Tuesdays of
each month. It is at this time that they can vote on items that appear on their agenda.
Meetings start at 7:30 p.m. unless otherwise scheduled, and are cablecast live over WELG,
Channel 22, to the community.
AGENDA ITEMS GENERALLY
By the time an item gets to the City Council agenda, extensive work has already
taken place by one or more of the City’s attorneys, boards, commissions, staff,
Councilmembers, and individuals or groups in the community. The work is documented and
provided to Council for consideration prior to taking action on an agenda item.
COMMUNICATIONS
After Council opens their agenda, members of the audience are given an opportunity
to speak to Council about any topic that is not on the agenda. Members of the audience are
also allowed to speak to any item on the agenda but are encouraged to do so as the item is
addressed by Council. Speaker cards are available near the podium and must be filled out
by the speaker. As each agenda item is addressed, the Mayor will invite those who wish to
speak to the podium. All speakers are encouraged to be considerate of others waiting to
address Council by keeping their remarks brief.
PUBLIC HEARING AGENDA
Public Hearing Agenda items include all action items that are required by law to be
noticed in a paper of general circulation typically not less than 15 days prior to the hearing
as required by ordinance, charter, or statute. The notice must include the time, place and
subject of the hearing. A public hearing is that portion of a meeting designed specifically to
receive input from the public on that item. There are two primary areas of municipal
governance with statutes regulating public hearings that the City is required to follow – the
Planning Enabling Act (a public hearing is required to amend a zoning ordinance, take
action on a special use permit or Planned Unit Development and to adopt a master plan),
and the Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act (a public hearing is required to adopt the
budget).
In addition, certain community development, economic development, tax
increment financing, grant, and related programs have public hearing requirements imposed
by state statute, federal law, or granting agency.
CONSENT AGENDA
Consent Agenda items include routine business items that Council can approve with
a single vote. Item included on the Consent Agenda must be voted on separately if
requested by any member of the Council. Items requested to be voted on separately are
typically moved to the Business Agenda for discussion.
BUSINESS AGENDA
Business Agenda items include all action items that require discussion but are not
required by law to hold a noticed public hearing and those items that a public hearing was
held for but action was not taken at the time of the hearing.
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AGENDA
Special Meeting of the City Council
Saturday, September 15, 2012
Hannah Community Center
Executive Conference Room
8:00 a.m.
OPENING

1.

Roll call

2.

Approval of the agenda

BUSINESS AGENDA
3.

Interviews for the following applicants to fill the vacancy on the East Lansing
City Council:

Travis Colwell interview


Attachment A

Erick Williams interview


Attachment B

Sanford Ring interview


Attachment C

Ruth Beier interview


Attachment D

Phil Bellfy interview


Attachment E
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Zachary Behler interview


Attachment F

Jeffrey Hank interview


Attachment G

Jeremy Wittrock interview


Attachment H

Paul Furtaw interview


Attachment I

Douglas Ripley interview


Attachment J

Kathleen Boyle interview


Attachment K

Hans Larsen interview


Attachment L

Jennifer Ferguson interview


Attachment M

Benjamin Eysselinck interview


Attachment N

COMMUNICATIONS
4.

Communications from the audience
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Appointments with Councilmembers can be scheduled by calling
the Council Assistant: (517) 319-6904
The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable accommodations, such as interpreters for the hearing
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at this meeting, upon notice to the City of
East Lansing prior to a meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring reasonable accommodations or
services please write or call the City Manager’s Office, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI 48823
(517) 319-6920
TDD 1-800-649-3777
Please visit our web site at: www.cityofeastlansing.com
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Attachment A

Travis Austin Colwell
colwellt@msu.edu
81 0-623-7906 (cell)
517-373-5123 (office)

Permanent Address
830 Huntington Rd
East Lansing, MI 48825

EDUCATION
Greenhills School (Private)
GPA 3.4
Michigan State University
Majoring in: International Relations (James Madison College)
GPA 3.715
• Dean's List for fall 2010, spring 2011, fall 2011 and spring 2012
• Accepted to Honors College Spring 2011

September 2006-June 2010

Expected Graduation: Spring 2014

WORK EXPERIENCE
June 20 12-current
Office of Senator Mike Green
Constituent Relations Director
• Oversee all constituent contacts and issues
• Respond to letters and emails from constituents on various issues and legislation
•
Create and write tributes for special events or anniversaries (Eagle Scouts, Organizations, etc.)
• Responsible for all constituent cases regarding Treasury, DHS, Friend of the Court and other state government agencies
that are referred to the Office of Senator Green
• Regularly update Sen. Green on constituent contacts and what constituents contact the office about.
The Home Depot
Merchandising Execution Associate
•
Stock shelves and warehouse to make sure products are available to costumers.
• Must make sure displays of vendor's products are to the vendor's qualifications and standards.
• Maintain inventory of the store and order necessary inventory if needed.
• Build and maintain displays for vendors and for The Home Depot.

May-June 2012

September 201 I-June 2012
Office of State Senator Mike Green - Lansing, MI
Chief Intern
•
Constituent Relations: responded to letters, created tributes for constituents
• Directed phone calls and responsible for listening to constituents and relaying their message to superiors.
•
Compiled research and documents for senators and representatives on legislation before committees.
• Recipient of the Daniel Rosenthal Legislative Internship Award (2012)
Colwell Equipment Company, Inc. -Canton, MI
Building Maintenance/Shipping and Receiving
• Maintained building grounds and shipping/receiving area
• Worked in shipping/receiving, mailing parts and stocking warehouse

June 2006-August 2006
June 2007- August 2007

ACTIVITIES / ACHIEVEMENTS
Greenhills Forensics Team -Ann Arbor, MI
Extemporaneous event, Co-captain
• Competitive public speaking on political topics.
• State Champion 2010, multiple invitational wins
• Helped lead team to 4 team State titles (2006-2010)

2006-2010

Travis Austin Colwell
Permanent Address
830 Huntington Rd
East Lansing, MI 48825

Student Council President, 2010 - Ann Arbor, MI
President
• Organized events and activities for the upper school
• Acted as a liaison with teaching faculty
• Helped lay the groundwork for massive change to food service
• Balanced the Student Council budget
Varsity Baseball
•
OutfieldlFirst Base
• Nominated for All-Academic District Team
•
Lettered all three years
Honors:
• Third in the State Extemporaneous speaking (2008)
• Fourth in the State for Extemporaneous speaking (2009)
• State Champion for Extemporaneous speaking (2010)
• Nominated and awarded the Daniel Rosenthal Legislative Internship Award (2012)

SKILLS
Language
• English (Native), Spanish (second language, studied for 7 years)
• Well-spoken and clear talker
Technology
• Advanced in Microsoft Word, Excel, Powerpoint, and database programs

REFERENCES
•

•
•

Leonard R. Colwell
o cell: (734) 718-6490 home: (231) 238-8304
o 7617 Feather Lane
Cheboygan, M149721
Ryan Mitchell- Director of Communications Sen. Mike Green's Office
o office: (517)373-1777
Mike Green- State Senator
o Office: (517)373-1777
o P.O Box 30036
Lansing, MI 48909

colwellt@msu.edu
810-623-7906 (cell)
517-373-5123 (office)

September 2009- May 2010

Travis Austin Colwell
Permanent Address

colwellt@msu.edu
810-623-7906 (cell)
517-373-5123 (office)

830 Huntington Rd
East Lansing, MI 48825

Reasons For Interest In Serving
I have many reasons for my interest in possibly having the honor of serving on the City Council
of our city. I am a co-homeowner of a house here in East Lansing and I have a vested interest in what
this council decides and enacts. As taxes continue to rise to make up for shortfalls in the budget and
recent cuts to public safety and infrastructure I hope I can be a new, fresh voice on the council to
work to find solutions to keep taxes low while still providing efficient and effective services to East
Lansing residents. I also hope to see continued redevelopment of East Lansing to attract more
people to our city, showcase what our stores have to offer to students, residents, and those visiting
our city.
Yet in order for the council to take the bold measures sometimes necessary, such as dealing
with the budget or contracts, there must be voices on the council willing to compromise and work
together in solving problems. I have seen the bipartisanship and willingness of councilmembers to
solve problems together in addreSSing East Lansing's budget shortfall and continued rise in costs. It
is in my interest, and those of residents of East Lansing, to have this spirit of compromise and bold
approaches to continue in order to meet the problems facing our city head on.
With the need for business expansion in the downtown area, fair yet fiscally responsible
contracts for city employees, and keeping taxes low while providing services is a shared interest for
those who call East Lansing home, and I hope for the opportunity to further these interests with the
honor to serve on the City Council.

Travis Austin Colwell
Permanent Address
830 Huntington Rd
East Lansing, MI 48825

colwellt@rnsu.edu
81 0-623-7906 (cell)
517-373-5123 (office)

Community Service
When I was in high school I was honored to be Student Council President for my senior year. Seeing the need for
donations for various groups such as Operation Smile, I used my position to plan and execute school functions in order to
benefit charities student groups were active with and supported. I was also able to help in the planning and volunteering of
a function at Greenhills School called T -Wall B-Ball, an event that invites children and young teens with mental or
physical disorders to our school and share a day of activities, sports, and friendship with the students and faculty of
Greenhills. For many of these kids it is the day they look forward to most, and some recognize and spend the day with the
student they had the year before. It was an honor to be able to not only participate in this special event that serves children
with disabilities from all over Southeast Michigan, but I was very privileged to be able to have an active role in planning
the event.
I have continued to serve my community to this day. For a year now I have had the opportunity to serve the
people of the 31 5t District and the people of the State of Michigan, both as an intern for Senator Mike Green and now my
current position as Constituent Relations Director. For seven months I devoted countless hours of unpaid yet gratifying
work to help those who needed assistance get help, requesting and helping resolve cases between constituents and
government agencies such as the Department of Human Services, Unemployment and Treasury. I have consoled people
when they have lost hope due to being laid off or having problems just getting by with a young child. I have gone the
extra mile to find programs and services that could benefit those in need and many a time have been complemented that I
was the only one who called them back, the only one who tried to help. That is what drives me to continue service, the
knowledge that I can truly make a positive difference in someone's life.
Service to one's community can come in many forms from school organizations, church groups to service in
office. I have been proud to say I have been able to serve my communities in various yet beneficial ways, helping those
who need a hand and brightening up a child's day. And those previous experiences in community service during high
school guided the ways I looked at my internship, that it was not just and educational experience but a chance to give back
to the community and state.

Attachment B

Erick Williams
I have an interest in social justice and in working on issues of public policy in a non-partisan
way. During my years in East Lansing, while active on some issues, I have met public officials
who also have a respect for social justice and non-partisan approaches.

Erick Williams
1209 Old Hickory Lane
East Lansing, Michigan 48823
(517) 336-5921
willnielsen@sysmatrix.net

Residency:

Lansing, 1976-1998
East Lansing, 1998-present

Education:

Howard University, Washington, DC, 1967-72 (BA Philosophy 1972)
University of Michigan, School of Public Policy, 1973-75 (MPP, 1975)
University of Michigan Law School, 1972-76 (JD 1976)

Professional: State of Michigan, policy analyst, 1976-1977
State of Michigan, administrative law judge, 1977-present
[Cases include insurance regulation, physician and nurse licenses,
residential building licenses, nursing home licenses, occupational safety
cases, wage disputes, property tax disputes, unemployment claims]
Editor, Administrative Law Quarterly, 1997-2003.
President, Michigan Association of Administrative Law Judges, 2000, 2002
Chair, Michigan State Bar Administrative Law Section, 2001.
East Lansing-Related Articles/Letters:
Erick Williams, "City of East Lansing Patriot Act Policy" (Public Response,
2004), http://www.publicresponse.comlwilliams-'patriotact-'policy.html
Erick Williams, "The Anthrax Panic at Michigan State University" (Public
Response, March 10, 2008) available at
http://www.publicresponse.coml?page=article&cid=288&aid=273
Erick Williams, "East Lansing Anti-Riot Measure is Flawed" (Lansing State
Journal, March 8, 2009). Similar argument published as "East Lansing's Riot Law
is Counterproductive" (Public Response, March 8, 2009), available at
http://www.publicresponse.coml?page=article&cid=4 71 &aid=515
Erick Williams, "Wealthy Districts Have Unfair Advantage to Improve Schools,"
(Lansing State Journal, March 4,2012)
East Lansing Related-Community Activities:
Member, City of East Lansing Human Relations Commission, 2006-2008
Unity in Community, 2001 to :::::;2009
American Civil Liberties Union, Lansing Area Board, 1982-present
Jazz Alliance of Mid Michigan, 2010 to present

Attachment C

NAME:

Sanford "Sandy" Ring

ADDRESS:

1837 Wyngarden Lane, East Lansing, Michigan 48823

TELEPHONE:
E-MAIL:

sandybring@gmail.com

DRIVER'S LlC.
PARTIAL TERM ELECTION:

Uncertain

INTEREST IN SERVING ON CITY COUNCIL:
I expect to bring a different, but complementary, background and experience to the
Council:
•
•
•
•

Although I have lived in East Lansing for 8 years, I am a relative "newcomer"
compared with most of the current Council
I have direct experience in Economic Development in Michigan
I have been "inside" a business and have experience dealing with local
governments elsewhere in Michigan and other States, including issues related to
business siting and retention
I am not professionally tied to the immediate community (certainly not a
condemnation of those who are - simply an additional perspective)

I do not have particular criticism of this, or preceding, Councils. Nor do I have a specific
agenda.
Broadly speaking, I support robust and responsible development and redevelopment of
Downtown East Lansing. I believe East Lansing can and should be attractive and
desirable to residents, students, surrounding non-residents, and new businesses.
I commend the retailers, restauranteurs, residential and commercial developers, and other
commercial enterprises that make a home in East Lansing ... And, believe the City and
its residents can support far more.
My perception is that East Lansing and Michigan State University have a positive
relationship, but I believe it can be further enhanced - especially from a business
attraction perspective. The same may well be true of the relationship between East
Lansing and the City of Lansing. East Lansing has great assets; we must identify new
and creative strategies to exploit (in a positive sense of the word) these assets.

PREVIOUSCO~UNTrYSERV1CE

I do not have a significant amount of community service in East Lansing. My wife, on
the other hand, has held a wide variety of positions in connection with educational groups
and organizations.
While I deeply appreciate community service contributions, whether from current
Council members or other citizens, I do not believe that such service should necessarily
be a "qualifier" for service as a Council Member. Indeed, there is an argument that it
may limit the Council in the execution of its duties.

SANFORD B. RING
1837 Wyngarden Ln.
East Lansing, Michigan 48823

511 .
e-mail: sandybring@gmail.com

.,,5.
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PROFESSIONAL
QUALIFICATIONS

Admitted to practice law In the State of Michigan (1990) and the
District of Columbia (1991); member of the State Bar of Michigan
and the District of Columbia Bar.

OTHER MEMBERSHIPS

Board of Directors, Michigan Manufacturers Association
(current); Advisory Board, Modulant Inc. (current); appointed by
Governor to the Executive Committee of the Michigan Economic
Development Corp. (2009-10); Board of Directors, Michigan
Manufacturing Technology Center (2004-06).

EXPERIENCE

1/08 - Present

Hino Motors Manufacturing U.S.A.. Inc. IToyota Group Co.)
Farmington Hills, Michigan
Vice President of External Relations and Administration. General
Counsel: Manage all legal, external relations, and administrative
matters related to the Company, including budget authority.
General Counsel: responsible for all legal issues Involving
Company - contracts, products liability, Immigration, labor and
employment, SOX, among others. Extensive management of
outside counsel. External Relations: principal point of contact
with federal, state, and local government officials for all issues and
Initiatives affecting Company; media spokesperson/contact for
matters related to Company specifically and industry generally;
final approval authority for testimony, speeches, press releases,
Interviews, etc. Administrative: supervise all human resources,
employee benefits, property and casualty insurance, and training
activities.

Significant Accomplishments: Built initial relationship with public
sector truck purchaser that has grown to be Hino's second largest
fleet customer; negotiated various economicltax incentives for
secondary plant Investments; managed permanent
reduction-in-force without employment lawsuits.

Sanford B. Ring
Page TWO

1/07 -12/07

Honigman Miller Schwartz & Cohn LLP
Lansing, Michigan
Partner: Principally focused on establishing Firm's international
trade regulation, alternative energy, and FederaVState legislative
practices. Represented clients in connection with a variety of
regulatory and legislative matters, with emphasis on economic
development policy and procedure. Significant participation in
Flrmwide client development Initiatives.
Significant Accomplishments: Obtained substantial economic
development incentives for expanding company in Southeast
Michigan; negotiated settlement with State Historic Preservation
Office which permitted construction of a hospital in the Upper
Peninsula adjacent to "historically significant" grounds.

1/04-12/06

Michigan Economic Development Corporation
LanSing, Michigan
Chief Operating/Business Development Officer: Responsible for
day-to-day operations of 225 person State economic development
agency, with particular emphasis on business development and
community relations functions.
Substantial interaction with a multitude of domestic and
International businesses executives; legislative, political, and
community leaders; media and public relations communities; and
organized labor representatives. Frequent speaking
engagements, Interviews, panel discussions, etc., related to
economic development issues and projects. Represented the
State/MEDC on several international investment missions.
Served as principal liaison to the OffICe of the Governor and
various Executive Branch agencies, as well as extensive contact
with the Federal Congressional delegation and State Legislature.
Regular participant In Cabinet level meetingslbriefings.
Significant Accomplishments: Primary representative of State
government In connection with siting and development of Toyota
Technical Center and Google Adwords facility; inner circle
member of team that devised and implemented strategy to
securitize tobacco settlement funds for economic development
purposes.

Sanford B. Ring
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1/01-12103

Dykema Gossett,PLlC
Washington, D.C.
Of Counsel: Responsible for building Firm's International Trade
legislative and regulatory practice. Emphasis on issues related to
a broad range of import/export laws, regulations, and policy;
additional legislative Issues Included automotive, manufacturing,
appropriations, tax, and certain defense matters.
Represented companies In connection with import relief
investigations; drafted tariff suspension legislation; proposed data
collection changes to the Committee for Statistical Annotation of
the Tariff Schedules; and obtained waivers under the Generalized
System of Preferences.
Significant Accomplishments: Developed legislative strategy
which directly contributed to the elimination of steel quota tariffs in
2003.
Co-founder of a Michigan-based manufacturing coalition.
Provided coalition with traditional legal, legislative, and regulatory
representation, as well as served as primary spokesperson and
media relations contact; In connection with co-founding the
Coalition, received the 2003 Michigan Manufacturers
Association's Special Achievement Award.
Developed successful client development effort to assist
companies in obtaining antidumping duties collected by the U.S.
Treasury ("Byrd Amendment").

3/99 ·12/00

Collier Shannon Scott, PLLC (now Kellev Orve)
Washington, D.C.
Senior Associate: Engaged in the judicial, regulatory, and
legislative practice of international trade and customs law, with
particular emphasis on trade relief proceedings. Representative
clients Include heavy manufacturing, chemical, and agricultural
industries.

Sanford B. Ring
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12/92·3/99

U.S. International Trade Commission
Washington, D.C.

Chief Legal Advisor to Chairmen: Appointed by President.
Advised and counseled two Chairmen on all matters relating to
administration of relevant trade laws, including: antidumping and
countervailing duty investigations (AD/CVD); unfair practices in
import trade (i.e .. intellectual property Infringement); reports
pursuant to Congressional or Executive request; and disputes
arising under the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
and the World Trade Organization (WTO). Served as liaison to
the U.S. Trade Representative, Department of Commerce, and
the Congress, as well as to business and legal communities.
Represented Chairmen at public appearances; prepared
Congressional testimony and correspondence; managed media
relations; and wrote speeches and editorials.
Significant Accomplishments: Drafted approximately 100
separate plurality and dissenting opinions in AD/CVD
investigations; substantial participation in economic impact review
of NAFTA; led rulemaking process which Implemented procedural
requirements of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GAIT) Uruguay Round.
3/90 ·12/92

Akin. Gump. Strauss. Hauer & Feld. L.L,P.
Washington, D.C.

Associate: Primarily engaged in the practice of management-side
labor and employment law under various federal and state
statutes, including the National Labor Relations Act, the Railway
Labor Act, and Fair Labor Standards Act. Extensive participation
in developing defensive strategies to "corporate campaigns."
OTHER EXPERIENCE

Communications Counsel Group. 1989 - present
Free-lance speechlhumor writer.

EDUCATION

Columbus School of Law,
Catholic University of America

Juris Doctorate, 1990
James Madison College,
Michigan State University

Bachelor of Arts, 1983

Attachment D

Reasons for interest in serving on the City Council
I want to use my expertise and enthusiasm to keep East Lansing on the path to becoming
a vibrant city that is attractive to students, families, and businesses. My background in
economics, finance, and state government makes me well suited for addressing the city's
financial and policy issues.

I would come to the City Council with a problem-solving perspective, and without
preconceived ideas or biases. I firmly believe the best answers to most questions become
obvious after objective research and open and honest discussion. As a council member, I
would do my homework on the issues, welcome debate and discussion with council
members and the public, and then make decisions based on what would be best for the
city.

I also want to foster the relationship between MSU and the city for the benefit of both. I
graduated from MSU in 1982, and I am lucky enough to live and work in the city. I think
the city can do more to retain talent by making East Lansing a place where graduates and
their families want to live and work.

I had decided to run for City Council in the next election before this vacancy became
available. The city charter requires the council to fill a vacancy within 30 days, but I
would far prefer being elected to being appointed. Whether or not I am selected for this
vacancy, I will run for election when the term expires in November 2015.

History of previous community service
•

East Lansing Downtown Development Authority (2012)

•

Active in Oakwood Neighborhood

•

Jacaranda Homeowners' Association Board

•

Community education youth soccer coach

•

3rd grade flag football coach

635 Sunset Lane, East Lansing, MI 48823.517-881-0501 • beierruth@gmail.com

Ruth Beier
Experience
1993 to present
Labor
•
•
•
•
•
•

Michigan Education Association

East Lansing, MI

Economist
Analyzes changes in tax and school finance policy
Provides statistical infonnation on national and state economic trends
Develops reports that describe financial trends in school districts
Conducts in-depth research on current education issues
Prepares bargaining teams for fact-finding and mediation
also worked as a lobbyist, research consultant, and a local bargainer for the MEA

1991 to 1993

Institute for Public Policy and Social Research,
Michigan State University

East Lansing, MI

Associate Director
• Directed the Policy Analysis and Michigan Databases divisions of the Institute
• Served as the Institute's chief economic analyst
• Managed staff who performed economic and financial research for clients

1987 to 1991

State of Michigan

Lansing, MI

Deputy State Treasurer for Taxation and Economic Policy
• Principal tax policy advisor to the State Treasurer
• Analyzed economic effects of tax and expenditure proposals
• Developed tax legislation
• Testified for the State Treasurer in legislative hearings on tax and budget issues
• Represented the State Treasurer on the boards of the Michigan Hospital Finance Authority, the
Michigan Housing Development Authority, and the Michigan Export Development Authority

1986 to 1987

Public Sector Consultants

Lansing, MI

Economist
• Analyzed state and federal tax, budget and economic issues
• Prepared research reports for clients

1982 to 1985

Duke University

Durham, NC

Research Assistant and Instructor
• Analyzed the effects of value-added taxes on Canada's banking sector
• Microeconomics and Macroeconomics instructor

1984

United States Treasury

Intern
• Studied federal tax changes that became the Tax Reform Act of 1986

Washington, DC

517-881-0501. beierruth@gmail.com

Ruth Beier

Education
1978 to 1982

East Lansing, MI

Michigan State University

BA, Economics
• Graduated with honors
1982 to 1985

Durham,NC

Duke University

MA, Economics
• Specialized in public fmance and corporate finance
1991 to 1992

Michigan State University

East Lansing, MI

Graduate Coursework
• Investment strategy, contemporary accounting, long tenn financial policies, financial
management theory, advanced financial accounting

Papers
The Effect of a State Tax Credit on Giving to Community Foundations. Fa111999. The American
Economist, Volume 43, pp 66-72.
Privatizing Public School Services. November 1998. Michigan Education Association Research Paper.
The Financial and Distributional Effects of Proposal A. March 1995. Michigan Education Association
Research Paper.
School Finance, Finding the Dollars to Make Educational Sense. Policy Choices. 1993. Michigan State
University Press. East Lansing, MI, pp 165-178.
An Analysis of the State's Funding Formula for Federal Aid to the Elderly. July 1992. Prepared for the
Michigan Department of Management and Budget. IPPSR, Michigan State University.
An Analysis of Two Property Tax Proposals.
Association. IPPSR, Michigan State University.

June 1992.

Prepared for the Michigan Education

Fiscal Health of Michigan Cities, A Comparison. March 1992. Prepared for IPPSR's Conference entitled:
"Alternatives to Receivership for Michigan Cities."
An Analysis of Michigan School Finance. January 1992.
Association. IPPSR, Michigan State University.
Alternatives for Funding a New Detroit Baseball Stadium.
Executive. IPPSR, Michigan State University.
Montcalm County Community Analysis.
Michigan State University.

October 1991.

Prepared for the Michigan Education

January 1992. Prepared for Wayne County

Prepared for Montcalm Tomorrow. IPPSR,

517-881-0501- beierruth@gmail.com

Ruth Beier

Luce County Community Analysis. September 1991.
Michigan. IPPSR, Michigan State University.

Prepared for the Governor's Office, State of

The Effect of the 1988 Tax Credit on Giving to Community Foundations. August 1991. Prepared for the
Council of Michigan Foundations. IPPSR, Michigan State University.
A Public Private Partnership to Supply Health Insurance to All Michigan Residents. July 1991. Prepared
for the Michigan Education Special Services Association. IPPSR, Michigan State University.
Branch County Community Analysis. July 1991. Prepared for Branch County Economic Development
Alliance. IPPSR, Michigan State University.
An Econometric Analysis of Michigan's Tax Credit for Contributions to Community Foundations.
September 1990. Michigan Treasury.
An Analysis of Michigan's Technology Park Development Act. May 1990. Michigan Treasury.
An Analysis of the Benton Harbor Enterprise Zone, a Review of the First Three Years. September 12,
1989. Michigan Treasury.
Michigan's Inheritance Tax. August 1989. Michigan Treasury.
Michigan's Tax Expenditure Budgets, 1987-88 Fiscal Year and 1988-89 Fiscal Year. Michigan Treasury.
An Analysis of Michigan's Sales Tax. October 1988. Michigan Treasury.
A Comparison of the Economic Effects of Federal Proposals to Require Ethanol in Unleaded Gasoline or to
Reduce Com Production. Prepared for the Senate Fiscal Agency, December 1987. Public Sector
Consultants, Inc. Lansing, Michigan.
Michigan School of Finance, A Proposal for Reform. Public Policy Advisor, November 1987. Public
Sector Consultants, Inc. Lansing, Michigan.
Evaluation of a Tax Credit for Contributions to Communitv Foundations. Prepared for the Council of
Michigan Foundations, November 1987. Public Sector Consultants, Inc. Lansing, Michigan.
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APPLICATION TO FILL VACANCY ON THE EAST LANSING CITY COUNCIL
ADDITIONAL MATERIALS SUPPLIED BY PHIL BELLFY
Before I get into my qulaifications, etc., I would like to explain why I am not currently a registered
voter in East Lansing. The answer is simple, and the same for literally thousands of East Lansing
residents: I am eligible to register to vote in more than one Michigan community. If I am selected by
the Council to fill the position vacated by Don Power, I will register to vote in East Lansing as a
condition of my appointment.

STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR MY INTEREST IN SERVING ON THE EAST
LANSING CITY COUNCIL
As you know, I have been active in East Lansing politics for a good number of years, and rather deeply
involved for the past five. Consequently, and it may sound as a rather harsh assessment, I have
probably spent more time delving into the issues facing the City during the past five years than any
current Council member. Therefore, I feel that my community involvement more than qualifies me for
a seat on the Council.
But, beyond my detailed knowledge of City issues, my interest in sitting on the Council are the same
'that animates my activism --I wish to truly represent the citizens of East Lansing, which would be a
pleasant departure from the behavior of the sitting Council members.
In the US, we have a "representative" form of democracy that can only work to the benefit of all if our
elected representatives actually pay attention to the voters' concerns, and vote in accordance with their
wishes, not those of the City Attorney, or a member of a select group of "developers."
Ultimately, I wish to sit on the Council to be that missing "voice of the People." (Don Power
occasionally served as that "missing voice").

mSTORY OF MY PREVIOUS COMMUNITY SERVICE
My previous community service is evidenced by my extensive "truth-telling" via such forums as
PublicResponse.com, and my extensive "document-sharing" with various public officials (including the
Council, and the FBI, as you well know).
As a result of my research, advocacy, and community activism, I am considered by some to be a layexpert on MI-FOIA, the Open Meetings Act, the Local Historic Districts Act, Eminent Domain and the
Michigan Constitution, HUD loan policy, as well as federal issues such as tax fraud, bank fraud, mail
fraud, "false billing," etc.
And, as a consequennce of the above activism, I have been widely praised for my "community
service." Again, it may sound harsh, but many members of the community, feel that those currently on
the Council have not provided anything close to the level of "service" to the community that I have
(and I have done so with complete transparency, honesty, and transparency).

·.
RESUME OF PIDL BELLFY SUBMITTED TO THE EAST LANSING CITY COUNCIL
AS REQUESTED
Phil Bellfy
513 Dorothy Lane
East Lansing, MI 48823
phil. bellfy@gmail.com
USAF Vietnam-era Veteran
Enrolled Member of the White Earth Band of Minnesota Chippewa
Professor Emeritus of American Indian Studies, Michigan State University
Director of the Center for the Study of Indigenous Border Issues, a 501 (c)(3) educational non-profit
Editor and Publisher of the Ziibi Press
Project Manager and Founder of the Chippewa Commons Carbon Credit Cooperative (a non-profit,
incorporated in Michigan).
Candidate for political office, more than a dozen times, ranging from School Board and County
Commissioner, to US Congress and the East Lansing City Council (as a write-in candidate,
receiving about 10% of the vote).
As a student-candidate for the MSU Board of Trustees, in 1976, I received the endorsement of The
State News.
I worked closely with Zoltan Ferency during the 70s and 80s, as an active member of the Human
Rights Party (and beyond).
I was a member of the International Union of Operating Engineers, Local 324, and have been a
member of the National Writers Union, UAW Local 1981, since its inception (our affiliation with
the UAW as Local 1981 began in 1992).

Attachment F

Statement of Interest

I moved to the East Lansing area in 2006 to take a position as an attorney at the law firm of
Foster, Swift, Collins, & Smith, PC in downtown Lansing. Prior to moving to the area, I had spent the last
three years in law school at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Initially, I rented a house on Lake

Lansing in Haslett. I grew up on a lake and I thought that I might return to lake living now that I had a
"real job."

However, I found that it wasn't lake living that I missed, but the hustle and bustle of semi-

urban setting of a university town. There is something special about a university town that is hard to
put your finger on. They are diverse places that must accommodate, students, academic, retirees, and
professionals and make everyone of those groups of people excited to live there.
That is why, in the spring of 2007, my wife Jenny and I decided to buy our house in the
Chesterfield Hills neighborhood in East Lansing. We bought a house on Michigan Avenue that was built
in 1920, but was only a few years removed from housing students.

Since that time, we have spent a

significant amount of time working on the yard and interior of the house to make it look like the other
historic single family homes in the neighborhood. Now, Jenny and I are able to sit out on our 1920 era
porch and watch over our rose garden as the hubbub passes us by on Michigan Avenue.

We love our

house because we get to know our neighbors as they walk their dogs or bike ride past with their
children. We appreciate the opportunity to be part of such a great community with so many people
interested in making it even better.
After we moved to East Lansing, Jenny became one of the founding members of the Grove
Gallery Co-op located near the corner of Grove and Albert Streets. Although Jenny certainly did most of
the work at the Co-op, I occasionally helped out with legal matters. Working with the Co-op, and living
with an aspiring artist trying to establish it as a viable downtown business, gave me an appreciation of
the issues that our downtown businesses face. Jenny's involvement with the Co-op has also provided
me with an appreciation East Lansing's art community and the City'S critical role in supporting the arts.

At about the same time as Jenny became involved in the Co-op, I was appointed the Village
Attorney for the Village of L'Anse. What is L'Anse, you ask? Well, it is a small village organized in the
late 1800's located and the southern tip of the Keweenaw Bay in the Upper Peninsula.

L'Anse is

organized under Michigan's General Village Act which creates villages that perform most of the
functions that are performed by cities. L'Anse currently has about 2,100 residents, a water and sewer
department, a police force, a fire department, a town hall, a library, multiple city parks, a public harbor,
and its own power plant, and public wifi network. Since, my appointment as the Village Attorney in
2007, I have been involved numerous matters for the Village including a water system upgrade, a sewer
system upgrade, relocation of village streets, a total rewrite of the village master plan, economic
development projects funded by MEDC and MISHDA grants, development of brownfields, labor
negotiations, and even a lawsuit to recover damages sustained by the village when a forest fire
damaged city property. Working on all of these projects has made it clear to me that to really make
something happen in a community takes vision from elected officials, great staff, community support,
and hard work. Whenever I visit L'Anse, either on business or to participate in the annual Baraga County
Trout Festival, is very rewarding to see all that has been accomplished.
Beginning in 2010, I took up running. One of my running goals, has been to see as much of East
Lansing and the surrounding area as possible on foot. I have run through each of East Lansing's 25
neighborhoods and have run by all 8 of East Lansing's public schools. I think it is important to get to
know all of the community that you are a part of by actually seeing it. Running through East Lansing has
given me an appreciation for our park system, our sidewalks, and streets and the uniqueness of all of
our neighborhoods.
All of these experiences have made me want to get more involved in the East Lansing
community. In 20111 decided to submit an application to sit on the East Lansing Housing Commission.
was appointed to the Commission in January of 2012. My experience on the Housing Commission has

been very rewarding. I would like to take this opportunity to get even more involved in East Lansing.
hope you will all consider appointing me as a member of the City Council.

Past Community Service

Member - Chesterfield Hills Neighborhood Association, June 2006 to present
Member- East Lansing Housing Commission, January 2012 to present
Member - James Madison College Alumni Association 2003-present
1421323-1

Admin:1421323-1

Zachary W. Behler
Address:

1120 Michigan Avenue
East Lansing, MI 48823
(248) 535-7510
zwbehler@Yahoo.com

Certifications:

State Bar of Michigan
State Bar of Wisconsin
Registered Patent Attorney

Courts:

U.S.
U.S.
U.S.
U.S.

Education:

University of Wisconsin Law School, Madison WI
J.D. May 2006 with Honors
Top 10% of Class
Order of the Coif
Wisconsin State Bar Academic Achievement Award
Dean's Academic Achievement Award

#P70026
# 1059932
# 58,962

District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan
District Court for the Western District of Michigan
District Court for the Western District of Wisconsin
Court of Appeals for the 6th Circuit

Michigan State University
James Madison College and College of Natural Science
B.A. in International Relations and Chemistry, May 2003
GPA: 3.8/4.0
Most Outstanding Chemistry Graduate 2003
High Honors Graduate
Honors College Member
Phi Beta Kappa
Sigma Iota Rho - International Relations Honors Society
Experience:

Foster, Swift, Collins, & Smith, P.C.
Associate, August 2006- present
Summer Associate, May 2005- August 2005
Dane County Circuit Court
Judicial Intern, May 2004 - August 2004
Worked for Chief Judge Michael Nowakowski
Waterford School District
Biology Teacher, June 2003 - August 2003
Taught Biology primarily to 11 th graders in the district's summer school program.
Substitute Teacher, May 2002 - June 2003
Substituted in grades 6-12 and served as a permanent substitute teaching Biology and Chemistry.
Michigan State University/James Madison College
Undergraduate Teaching Assistant, July 2002 - May 2003
Conducted weekly recitations, held office hours, and maintained course web page.
Writing Consultant, August 2002 - May 2003
Professor Greg Swain
Chemical Researcher, January-May 2001 and 2002
Researched ITO and Diamond p-type semiconductors as part of a larger project published in
Analytical Chemistry.

Publications:

Co-author, "Optical and Electrochemical Properties of Optically Transparent, Boron-Doped
Diamond Thin Films Deposited on Quartz," Published by Analytical Chemistry.

Attachment G

JEFFREY A. HANK
PO Box 1358 • EAsT LANSING, MICHIGAN 48826

September 7,2012

City of East Lansing City Council

VIA HAND-DELIVERY

City of East Lansing City Clerk

RE: RESUME AND SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION FOR APPLICATION
TO.CITY COUNCIL SEAT VACATED BY DON POWER
To Whom It May Concern:
I submit my application for appointment to the East Lansing City Council as a community
member dedicated to improving our local government. Any candidate for consideration would
presumably have some goals and governing ideology to bring to the table. I plan to work
cooperatively with all council members and city staff to provide the community with better
governance. To the extent I bring existing policy goals and ideology to the Council, my general
and specific focus would be on the following themes of governance and specific policy actions.
In the interest of brevity, I have kept my proposals and thoughts as short as possible.
I believe that policy is more important than me as a person, so my personal information is at the
tail end of this letter. I am not a member of any political party and I have never donated money
to any politician. I am not on the payroll nor do I curry or desire the favor of any special interests
seeking to influence local government for their own benefit. I disdain political labels and sound
bites, and to the extent my following bullet points use labels and political cliches, forgive me.
Ultimately, I seek to be the People's watchdog on city council.
My governing ideology for East Lansing City Council is:
I seek to be the "People's" representative on Council. I would be a councilmember for all
East Lansing residents. I do not represent any particular group, faction, or special interest.
My concern is for the overall community. Permanent residents, students, business
owners, etc., should all feel confident their interests will be considered by me fairly, and
with malice towards none.
I seek to provide a transparent and accountable City Council and City HalL Freedom of
information, open government, transparency, and access to documents and information
would be goals promoted by my appointment.
My primary ideology would be to first ask what any governmental action or inaction on
my or the Council's part does to protecting, preserving, and promoting the Life, Liberty,
Property, Privacy, and Pursuit of Happiness of all persons. I vow to not engage in and to
openly oppose any unconstitutional action or any action that would undermine every
person's fundamental rights to Life, Liberty, Property, Privacy, and the Pursuit of
Happiness.
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I will seek to provide first class public services to our community in the most cost
effective and efficient manner. This would include recycling, the library, storm-sewer
drains, permits and licenses, etc.
I want a "customer-friendly" attitude at city hall. I want people to smile, be friendly, and
be responsive when community members corne to city hall to conduct business. This
would include a positive attitude that reinforces that our local government is here to serve
us, we the people are its master, and to discard the current prevailing view that we the
people are here to serve our local government, which far too often tries to act as our
master.
I will seek to promote infrastructure investment and environmental protections in all that
city hall does.
I seek to improve public safety and to have friendly, first-class, professional police and
fire services.
Seek input from the community. Listen to people. Our human capital is our greatest asset.
No more ignoring residents who have something to say.
City Council should be an independent branch of government that provides checks and
balances on the City Manager and the court system.
Specific Policy actions I would seek include:

Ending the lack of transparency and information blackout for citizens would include
promoting open access to local government. I do not think our residents should have to
FOIA basic information and to pay for it. I would seek to have all meetings video
recorded and to have the meetings permanently stored in archives at the library. I also
want videos of meetings posted online as soon as possible. It is not acceptable that
WKAR is months behind on posting city council meetings. I want detailed minutes of
meetings, and I want as much city information as possible available online for free
access.
I would fire the private law firm that acts as our city attorneys and seek to bring the city
attorney position in-house by hiring public servants who would presumably be free from
conflicts of interest and who would be directly accountable to local government. This
would help to end cronyism and secrecy, prevent conflicts of interest, and hopefully save
the city money.
I would review all city ordinances and seek to repeal or modify any that are not effective
or that are unduly burdensome on economic activity or an affront to civil liberties. All
ordinances must have proper safeguards for due process, and contain appropriate
incentives and punishments for accomplishing important governmental objectives that are
supported extensively by the community as a whole.
We need a business friendly attitude to attract families, students, businesses, investors,
and yes, even developers to East Lansing. The perception of East Lansing has for too
long been that it is an anti-business, good 01' boy, corrupt, cronyism-type environment
controlled by an elite few. With current economic conditions, this attitude by local
government and perception by the public has exacerbated local economic decline.
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I support East Lansing being a Tree City USA c;nd I propose a property tax reduction or
credit for property owners for the preservation and generation of new vegetation. Trees,
shrubs and flowers beautify our community, create a more peaceful and serene
environment (aesthetically beautifies our community), provides important support for
wildlife, and cleans our air and water.
We need improved storm drains and sewers. This will be a long-term project and will be
costly. We need to protect local waterways and prevent flooding and backflow into
homes. I would much rather see the city invest in this than give away millions of dollars
to crony developers. This will improve property values throughout the city and will
protect the environment.
I would like to see the library and Red Cedar elementary school saved and promoted. I
will do what I can as a council-member to promote education in our community.
I will partner with MSU whenever appropriate to promote our shared interests, because
although we are separate jurisdictions, we are one at heart. We need to encourage positive
symbiosis.
I will seek to have a transparent process for any future development in downtown or
elsewhere, especially the project formally known as city center 2, and will seek to protect
the taxpayers from subsidizing private parties for private gain with public monies, credits,
or abatements. No more crony capitalism.
I will seek to protect city worker's pensions and retirements from austerity cuts, while
also not burdening the city with entitlement costs it cannot afford.
I will seek to improve the parking situation in downtown East Lansing and throughout
surrounding neighborhoods. The lack of good parking and its cost hurts businesses and
annoys many residents, causing us to go elsewhere to shop and eat. The city has also
become dependent on parking revenue and a system of parking enforcement predation
that I believe is the wrong approach.
I will seek to neuter the 54-B court's tax farming regime and to protect indigent and
uninformed court users from abuse by local judges. I will also seek to repeal all
ordinances that afford the local courts an opportunity to take advantage of persons either
through tax farming or violations of their civil rights.
I will seek to reduce the tax burden on all persons, homeowners and businesses, while not
cutting services that we as a community desire. I support our great recycling program.
Fix sidewalks so that they are walk-able and accessible to all, especially those with
disabilities.
Promote exceptional service and friendliness by East Lansing Police officers who engage
with the community and realize they have two primary functions, 1) to protect the life,
liberty, and property of all persons, and 2) to prevent, deter, and solve real crimes. I do
not want a militarized, hostile police force. I like the idea of community policing and I
would seek to have officers on foot patrol in the downtown areas, especially during bar
hours, to deter criminal activity, primarily vandalism and assaults. Police officers should
be trained to work with our unique community and to be keenly aware of the delicate role
they play in preventing tyranny from rearing its ugly head in our land. Our police force
should be prepared to prevent tyranny from the state or national governments, and to
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cease cooperation with any outside authorities who do not respect our sovereignty. Police
officers should be respected, but they earn that respect by respecting people's rights.
I want PACE to knock on people's doors when there is a problem and try to solve it first.
No more ticket-revenue greed. If there are true problems in the neighborhoods, after
friendly intervention to attempt mitigating problems, PACE would be directed to issue
citations as appropriate. This is part of improving community relations.
Study and review potential reforms to the City Charter to make local government more
democratic, more transparent, more accountable, and to prevent corruption and cronyism
from exercising their perverse influences on our body politic.
I will not discriminate based on any immutable characteristic of any human being. I do
not believe there are different races. There is one race, and we all have inalienable rights
that deserve protection. I disdain tribalism and group privileges. My tribe is the tribe of
free humanity.
The time for reform in East Lansing is long overdue. I seek to be a thoughtful and honorable
council-member, serving our community and seeking to increase the prosperity, happiness, and
well-being of all community members. I don't think my job is to run your life or to tell you what
to do or how to live or what to think. My job is to fight the tyrants who do think that way. The
City sometimes acts as a pickpocket, taking everyone's money. If I can put a dollar back into
your pocket, I'll do it. I don't think the government should take your money, give it away to
cronies for their private profit, and then refuse to tell you what they're doing behind the scenes.
I seek this position with trepidation because I am not a professional politician, and I don't want
to be tainted by the odious nature of our local government. I would prefer to be left alone but
duty calls. Many a good person has gone into politics an idealist and eventually sold out to the
pressures and pleasures of corrupting powers. I aim to come to Council as an advocate for
thoughtful reform, to treat community members with the respect they deserve, and to retreat to
my private life when done, untainted and with my reputation as a freedom fighter and corruptionbuster intact.

My Background:
I was born in Lansing, Michigan, and was raised in Holt, Michigan, by two loving parents that
raised me well. They worked hard and were honest and taught me the value of family and being
an honorable person who stood by one's word and who treated all people with respect. I
graduated from Holt High School and was voted most likely to become president someday, as
well as earning accolades for leadership.
I have been working since the age of 16 when I took my first job at Frank's Nursery and Crafts. I
moved to East Lansing at the age of 18, and I graduated from MSU in three and a half years with
a degree in political science/prelaw. I took some time to work for a local law firm and entered
law school at MSUlDetroit College of Law, where I graduated early, earning a juris doctorate
degree. I bought a house in the downtown area during my first year of law school, and continue
to live there where I am working to revitalize our part of the Bailey neighborhood with my
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fellow permanent resident neighbors. I founded two law firms, the Consumer Law Center, and
Hank Law, PLLC, straight out of law school. I am licensed to practice law in Michigan, Florida,
and the US Virgin Islands. My practice consists primarily of civil/constitutional rights litigation
for the People, estate planning, business consulting, and criminal defense. I typically represent
abused victims of big government and big business, seeking to obtain justice for them in a
system that far too often would otherwise deny them justice. My motto has always been that I do
not want to be a mercenary or a prostitute, in other words, don't sell out to hired guns. Do the
right thing.
In 2012, I was voted third best attorney in Lansing by readers of the City Pulse newspaper.
Number one was the Foster Swift law firm, one of the biggest firms in the state with dozens of
attorneys. That should tell those of you who don't know me something. I am not the most skilled
attorney or any smarter than the next barrister. I believe I was voted for because I am willing to
speak truth to power, and I believe that at some point, someone at city hall needs to say "The
buck stops here." We are missing that leadership and frankness in local government. A dose of
freshness and energy is what the council needs.
I have lived in East Lansing since I was a freshman in college, and have been a homeowner for
about eight years now. I am a Spartan, through-and-through. I patronize local businesses and
know many of the owners, and I understand some things that can be done to improve the
business climate in town. At the same time, lowe no allegiance to anyone. My only allegiance is
to the US Constitution and the finer values of the American Revolution, values which are really
fundamental human rights, learned and earned with great sacrifice throughout the ages.
As a small business owner and a downtown resident, I have become very familiar with city hall.
Unabashedly, I have been one of the frontline reform activists seeking to end corruption and
systemic civil rights abuses by city hall. I have represented multiple clients in lawsuits against
the city, and in nearly all cases we have generally prevailed outside of the East Lansing courts,
and even when we have not clearly prevailed in court, we have brought about reform. A few
cases involved stopping city officials from tampering with your mail (which they hopefully have
now done after years of conspiracy to do so); ending abusive code enforcement practices and
restoring due process, civil liberties, privacy and property rights; getting the 54-B court
overturned for violating the US Constitution by issuing excessive fines; protecting free speech;
and seeking to get the city council to abide by the Open Meetings Act. Because of my actions,
various corrupt city officials including the city attorneys office (these lawyers have not filed
appropriate conflict of interest disclosures, something I will demand if they are not fired) have
targeted me for being a whistleblower. Let's just say the final chapter of this book has yet to be
written, but the "bad guys" are on the run. Despite knowing or having a reason to inquire into the
corruption which I have blown the whistle on to my own personal detriment, city hall has failed
to do anything. It is an embarrassment and a scandal of its own. How refreshing would it be to
have someone on the inside advocating for these important and crucial values?
The continued failure of city hall to address the corruption issues; the tax farming; the mail
tampering; the allegations of home invasions; the code enforcement abuses; the crony
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development culture, etc., indicates that we lack community leaders willing and able to confront
the multi-headed hydra of corruption. I aim to slay the beast of corruption, not just to tame or
cage it. Instead of this time-period being remembered as the dark ages of local governance, I
hope people look back in the future to this as a time where we rallied to reinvigorate our civil
society for the better. It's time for a renaissance, a new golden age.
No other applicant has the knowledge, qualifications, and bona fides that I do to clean up city
hall. I have demonstrated courage, honor, integrity, and a commitment to the rights and freedoms
of any decent citizenry in my efforts to bring about reform to date. I plan to continue my
advocacy for progress as a council-member, or as a private citizen if! am not appointed.
If the community truly desires reform, I am the most likely applicant to facilitate it. I appreciate
your consideration.
Very truly yours,

Jeffrey A. Hank
JAHI
Enclosures:
Copies:

Attachment H

09/07/2012
East Lansing City Council
c/o City Clerk
City of East lansing
410 Abbot Road
East lansing, MI 48823
RE: Council Vacancy
Dear Mayor Goddeeris, Mayor Pro Tem Triplett, Council member Beard and Councilmember loomis:
Please accept my application to fill the vacancy on the East lansing City Council. For the past ten years, I have lived
and worked in the East lansing area. like many Michigan State University students, I came to see East lansing as
"home" while I studied here. Three years ago, my wife, daughter and I made it official when we bought our home
in the Pinecrest neighborhood.
I graduated from Michigan State University in the not-too-distant past, and feel that my experience as both a
student and a homeowner will be useful to the Council and the city as, together, we continue to navigate the
delicate balance necessary for a successful collegiate town. The university and the vibrancy it brings to our
community are a vital asset to our future growth and prosperity. Students need to be treated as a stakeholder in
our community, and involved in the major decisions we make for the next generation of Spartans.
At the same time, it's the city's commitment to quality public services, excellent public schools and wellmaintained parks and programs that made this the place where my wife and I have decided to raise our family.
Ensuring that taxpayers continue to receive high-level services is a priority for me, and one I hope to continue to
advocate as a member of the council.
I know well the assets of the city because we use them. My daughter thrives as an elementary student at
Pinecrest. My wife makes use of the wonderful Northern Tier Trails to run and bike safely with our daughter. We
use the library weekly, attend art shows at (SCENE), and sleep soundly at night knowing we have excellent police
officers and firefighters protecting us. Our dogs are fans of the dog park, too.
like many of you, I realize that our community is not an island. For our neighbors to continue to receive the
services they're accustomed to, we must find new ways to efficiently and effectively invest their tax dollars.
Sharing services with regional partners, as we do now with the shared fire chief and the city of lansing, is key. We
also have a responsibility to thoroughly vet and investigate proposed developments, as the council did so well with
the City Center II proposal, to ensure that tax dollars and tax incentives are used for the betterment of the city.
For the past few years, I have volunteered my time with several youth sports programs in the city and with
professional organizations related to my work as a development officer for MSU. Now, as this unexpected
opportunity to serve in a greater role has presented itself, I'd like to continue to build this community together as a
member of the East lansing City Council.
Sincerely,

Jeremy Wittrock

Enc.

Jeremy Wittrock
1701 N. Harrison Rd • East Lansing, MI 48823 • (517) 230-3663 • jwittrock@yahoo.com

Profile ____________________________________________________________________________________
An approachable, yet driven development professional with a clear track record of fundraising success. Possesses an aptitude to learn and adapt
to new and potentially challenging situations. Quickly and easily learn new technology/software and willing to implement new ideas. A numbers
oriented individual, who has spent time fundraising in varied capacities, from door-to-door canvassing, grant writing, corporate solicitation for
contracts, gifts and sponsorships, and individual special/major giving.
Dedicated and willing to put in the extra time to get a job accomplished, and completed properly. An upbeat individual, who is able to inspire
others. Poised and having a demonstrated ability to work with varied demographics and individuals, whether in the higher education, small
NGOs, government, or in the donor/prospects in the field. An ability to convey complex programs/ideas/technology in an easily digestible
format.

Skills Summary
•
•
•

•
•
•

Listening Skills
Calm Demeanor
Persuasive

Microsoft Office Suite Proficiency
Budget Creation and Management
Sales and Marketing Knowledge

•
•

Professional Speaking
Professional Presentations

Professional Experience
08/2011- Present

Associate Director ojDeve/opmCllt, Michigan State University, College of Engineering

Work as part of a fundraising staff of three which is responsible for expendable and endowment funding for the College of Engineering. Duties
included: regular qualification and cultivation visits for prospects/donors; act as development point person for two departments; maintain a
fundraising goal of$lm ($2m for current FY); identify, solicit and manage volunteers, assist with event planning and execution. Other Items: prospect
research and data mining, drafting endowment agreements, mentoring new staff. Numbers 6 and 7 figure gifts closed. Total $ Raised in FY'12:
$2.2m
11/2008 - 08/2011

Assistallt Director ojDevelopmCllt, Michigan State University, College of Agriculture and Natural Resources

Worked as part of a fundraising staff of three which was responsible for expendable and endowment funding for the CANR. Hired to focus on
annual and special giving, major gift responsibility was added. Duties included: Manage annual fund for the CANR; conduct regular qualification and
cultivation visits for CANR prospects/ donors; act as development point person for five (5) departments within CANR; manage basketball ticket
stewardship for prospects/ donors, maintain a fundraising goal of $lm ($2m for current rl'). Accomplishments include closing numerous 6-figure
gifts, maintaining healthy visit numbers, closing -$3m for the college to date.
08/2006 -10/2008

Wind Program Director, Great Lakes Renewable Energy Association, Dimondale, MI

Worked '/2 time as a development professional and '/z time delivering wind energy programming throughout the state of Michigan. Duties included:
Delivering planning and zoning workshops for wind energy; grant writing, execution and reporting; corporate solicitation for event sponsorships and
gifts; developing relationships with companies for contract work; expanding individual annual giving base; desigoing and implementing a small-scale
individual giving program; managing various programs, including a state-wide energy fair and two county-wide wind energy planning process;
volunteer recruitment; event planning and delivery; managing 25% of the annual budget; manage media relations. Accomplishments include growing
the annual fund by 60%, helping grow the organizations budget by 25%, securing 6 new corporate sponsors and one contact of the fee-for-service
variety.
OS/2003 - 08/2006 Associate Canvass Director/ Canvass Director, Clean Water Action (East Lansing, MI) & Citizens Campaign for the Environment
(Buffalo, NY)
Began door-to-cioor canvassing with Clean Water Action in 2003 and quickly moved into senior roles. Ibe above groups are connected by a larger
umbrella organization. Duties included: Field canvassing for dollars and political action; maintain a weekly giving total of at least $800; train new staff
on basic fundraising techniques; secure political action letters and sigoatures. As a Director, dutics included: Jl;lanaging S500k budget; hire and fire;
recruit new staff; maintain vehicles; compile payroll; train all new staff how to fundraise. Accomplishes include raising over S150k in 4 years on doors,
mainly through gifts of $25-$60.

Education _____________________________________________________________________________________
2000-2004

Michigan State University; Major: Political Theoty and Constitution Democracy; GPA: 3.48/4.0

Actives & Awards
01/2011- Present
01/2012 - Present
Ongoing
Ongoing
08/2002 - OS/2004
2003

Association for Fundraising Professionals Board of Directors - Capital Area Chapter, Treasurer
Mid Michigan Planned Giving Council, Board Member
East Lansing Soccer Club, Soccer Coach
Spartan Swimming Club, Volunteer
Evans Scholars Alumnae
Member, Abshire-Inamori u>adership Academy, Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washingron DC

History of Community Service:
•
•
•
•

East Lansing Soccer Club, Coach
Spartan Swim Club, Volunteer
Association of Fundraising Professional- Capital Area Chapter, Treasurer
Mid Michigan Planned Giving Council, Board Member
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September 7, 2012
East Lansing City Council
410 Abbot
East Lansing, MI 48823
RE:

Application to Fill Vacancy on the City Council

Honorable Councilmembers:
Please find enclosed my application to fill the vacancy on the City Council. Among the reasons for my interest in
serving on the Council include:
•
•
•

•

I have been affiliated with the City in one capacity or another for over the past 20 years;
I believe that serving helps fulfill my civic duty as a resident;
My unique perspective as a resident, as one who has a business in the City, as one who currently serves
on a City Board, as one who has children attending East Lansing Public Schools, as one who has existing
professional relationships with City Staff, and as one who is a Michigan State University Alum, would be
an asset to the Council;
I believe that I have the ability to represent the community as a whole.

I look forward to the challenges associated with servicing on the Council and the opportunity to work with the other
Council members and City Staff as a team to best serve the East Lansing community.

Paul Furtaw
694 Wayland
(517) 351-0349

PAUL FURTAW, P.E.
paul.a.furtaw@gmail.com
Home: 517-351-0349
Cell: 517-202-3530

694 Wayland
East Lansing, Michigan
CAREER SUMMARY

Accomplished Professional Civil Engineer with sixteen years of experience in site design,
municipal design, construction administration services and in securing appropriate permits and
approvals. Knowledgeable in different governmental funding sources and LEED Certification.
Excellent communication ability with highly effective interpersonal skills. Particularly adept at
group facilitation, highly self-motivated and strives to add value to the team's performance.
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
BERGMANN ASSOCIATES, East Lansing, MI
Architectural/Engineering Firm

2010-Present

Project Engineer
Designs and manages multi-discipline commercial projects including LEED Certified projects
and municipal projects involving funding from Michigan Department of Transportation
(MOOT). Prepares grant and loan applications. Provides technical direction and supervises
staff in production of plans and bid documents. Prepares, administers, and manages project
contract documents and specifications including MOOT Special Provisions. Represents the
client during municipal review process and prepared permit applications. Prepares and
implements design standards and provides plan review for municipal clients. Current
projects include:
•

•
•
•
•

MOOT M-102 (8-Mile) over Plum Creek Reconstruction Project, Southfield, MIresponsible for resolving conflicts with existing utilities and design of new municipal
utilities.
Clark Construction Company Dow Kokam Expansion Project, Midland, MI - responsible
for site design and obtaining site plan approvals and permits from the City of Midland.
Grand Ledge Medical Facility, Grand Ledge, MI- responsible for site design and
obtaining site plan approvals and permits from the City of Grand Ledge.
CONSOL Energy CNX Marine Terminal Expansion, Baltimore, MD - responsible for site
design of new roadway, railway, and utilities for facility expansion.
MOOT M-52 Reconstruction, Manchester, MI- responsible for utility design and resolving
utility conflicts.

LEDY DESIGN GROUP, Lansing, MI
Architectural/Engineering Firm

2006-2009

Senior Engineer
Designed and managed multi-discipline commercial projects including LEED Certified
projects and municipal projects involving funding from Michigan Department of
Transportation (MOOT), American Reinvestment Recovery Act (ARRA), Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality Surface Water Quality (MDEQ) and United States
Department of Agriculture Rural Development (USDA). Prepared grant and loan
applications. Provided technical direction and supervised staff in production of plans and
bid documents. Prepared, administered, and managed project contract documents and
specifications including MOOT Special Provisions. Represented the client during municipal
review process and prepared permit applications. Solicited bids for projects. Supervised
and oversaw construction administration services. Prepared and implemented design
standards and provided plan review for municipal clients.

Paul Furtaw
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WOLVERINE ENGINEERS & SURVEYORS, INC., Mason, MI
Civil Engineering / Surveying Firm

1994-1999, 2001-2006

Design Engineer
1998-2006
Designed and drafted plans for commercial and municipal infrastructure projects involving
coordination with MOOT, MDEQ, USDA Rural Development, and Michigan Economic
Development Corporation. Prepared grant and / or loan applications and permits. Prepared
plans and contract documents including project specifications according to local, state,
and federal requirements. Supervised and monitored construction administration services.
Provided plan review for municipalities.
Field Inspector
1995-1997
Inspected construction of municipal projects to ensure that work was being completed
according to plans and specifications. Liaison between contractor and owner making onthe-spot decisions. Prepared pay requests and change orders.
Survey Technician
1994-1996
Collected data for surveys, processed and formatted collected data to be used for drafting
software, and performed construction staking.
Drafting Technician
1994-1996
Prepared site plans, surveys, and plans for municipal infrastructure projects using AutoCAD
and Civil Land Desktop.
UNITED STATES PEACE CORPS
Stationed in Namibia, Africa.

1999-2000

Secondary Education Teacher
Taught eighth grade physical science, ninth grade physical science, English and
mathematics and four periods of non-promotional studies in a small rural village located in
rural Namibia.
•

Executed assigned duties using limited available resources while challenged with
cultural and political differences and a language barrier.
EDUCATION I CERTIFICATIONS

BS, Civil Engineering, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI
Professional Engineer, Civil Engineering, State of Michigan

1996
2002

MEMBERSHIPS I AFFILIATIONS
•
•
•
•
•

Professional Engineer, States of Michigan, Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, New
York, and Pennsylvania
City of East Lansing Building Board of Appeals, Vice-Chair
Michigan Society of Professional Engineers, Former Board Member of Lansing Chapter
American Water Works Association, Former Member
Engineering Society of Detroit, Former Member

Attachment J

Please provide a statement of your reasons for your interest in serving on the City
Council (attach additional page, if necessary).

I am interested in serving on the City Council primarily to utilize my business experience
and vision to continue to maintain East Lansing as a valuable community to live, work
and play in.
I have served on various board (listed below) and provided significant leadership in those
endeavors. I feel that during these uncertain economic times, we as a community need to
evaluate all opportunities for cost containment as well as increasing revenue where
needed. All of this being done while keeping the overall well being of the community in
mind. I have been responsible to budgets of multi million dollar operations in several
positions not to mention assisting the Human Resource Department at the Accident Fund
with developing new employee orientation and chairing collaborative committees in
developing new processes and procedures.
I have presided over Agency Councils to obtain feedback and recommendations from
customers.
East Lansing has many advantages over other communities given the location of
Michigan State University. While there are challenges associated with being a college
town, I truly believe that it is one of our biggest strengths!
I am not a politician, but am a citizen who wants to be involved and now that my children
are older I believe it is the most opportune time.
Please provide a history of your previous community service (attach additional
page, if necessary).

I have or am serving on the following boards:
JA of Mid-Michigan
Advisory Council to the Insurance Program at Olivet College
Michigan Insurance Commissioner's Agent Education Committee
Additionally, I have served numerous hours for the East Lansing High School Sports
Boosters Association including performing as a parent representative for various sports.

· .
Douglas D. Ripley
1063 Fox Hills Dr.
East Lansing, MI 48823
Cell:
(517) 927-3054
ripperd@comcast.net

Summary: Hard working, ethical individual with the ability to
motivate employees and be a visionary.
Major Accomplishments:
Significant growth of a start up
operations in an established company. Gained the respect of
agents and brokers through solid business practices and
partnering with reputable individuals.
Employment History
ASU Group, Okemos, MI
Executive Sales Manager (8/2010 - 9/2011)

Responsible for increasing companies image with Independent
Insurance agencies and soliciting large accounts for Self Insured
Administration. Able to negotiate a new Excess Insurance
partnership in order to provide a competitive advantage in the
industry.
Increased new business opportunities by triple of
those in the previous three years.
Brown-Pixley Insurance Agency, East Lansing, MI
P & C Insurance Agent (1/2009 - Present)

Sales of personal and commercial lines products through the
companies the agency represented. Also serviced a book of
business for a retired agent in order to maintain the accounts
for the agency and to round out their business.
MI Millers Insurance Company, Lansing, MI
Commercial Lines Manager (3/2007 - 8/2008)

Responsible for managing a territory in southeast MI as well as
customer service staff including audits. Was able to provide
premium growth and stabilize the service level components to the
customers.
Implemented a new agency council for MI and NY for
feedback from the sales force.
Total Risk Management, LLC, Bloomfield Hills, MI
Sr. V.P and COO
(2/2006 - 1/2007)

Business Development and Agency relations. Responsible for
marketing to agents/brokers/potential customers. Developed new
policies and procedures for start up organization as well as new
marketing databases. Negotiated with various carriers for
reinsurance and excess coverage.

Accident Fund Insurance Company of America, Lansing, MI
Director of Alternative Risk Operations (10/1996 - 2/2006)

Provide leadership as well as product development and marketing
to agents/brokers.
Responsible for motivation of staff while
maintaining consistency with corporate philosophy. Responsible
for pricing of Excess, Large Deductible and Claim Services for
Work Comp clients
Underwriting Manager (11/1989 - 10/1996)
Leader of developing rating elements, pricing tools and agency
relations. Coordinated services between claims, loss prevention,
finance and legal. Underwriter for all large accounts.
Underwriter (05/1986 - 11/1989)
Evaluation of risks from a loss and financial perspective.
Maintained a book of business with independent insurance agents.
Education

Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration from Olivet College,
Olivet, MI
Business Administration with concentration in Accounting, Finance
and Management.
Certifications/Licenses

Associates in Risk Management
P & C Producer License
Community Involvement

Member of the Olivet College Insurance Program Advisory Committee
Former Board member of Junior Achievement of Mid-Michigan
Former member of the Michigan Insurance Commissioner's Agent
Education Committee
High School Basketball Official

References

Available upon request
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Kathleen Corkin Boyle
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Interest in serving on the City Council
East Lansing has been my home since my husband and I moved here in July
1985. I lived on Orchard Street, in the Bailey neighborhood for 14 years, and in the Red
Cedar neighborhood since 1999. For me, East Lansing has been a great place to live,
and I really enjoy all that the City has to offer its residents and those who visit.
I have a strong interest in doing my best to help the City deal with the many
challenges we face. My prior service on the Housing Commission gave me a broader
understanding of at least some of the various interests involved in East Lansing, where
students, residents, business owners, and, of course, a major university, endeavor to
thrive.
By serving on City Council, I hope to work with the Council, City government, and
the people who live and work in East Lansing so that our City will not only endure, but
improve. I am a good listener, I work hard, and I promise to do my best to work with the
other Council members in service of the City of East Lansing.
History of Previous Community Service
I served on the East Lansing Housing Commission, both as a member and as
chair, for a number of years, ending in December 2007. Prior to that, I served on the
Board of Directors of the Red Cedar Neighborhood Association. I have also served on
the boards of various community organizations, including All Saints Episcopal Church in
East Lansing.

RESUME OF
KATHLEEN CORKIN BOYLE

PERSONAL DATA
Home Address:

1256 Scott Drive
East Lansing, MI 48823
Phone: (517) 332-4055

Office Address:

White, Schneider, Young & Chiodini, P.C.
2300 Jolly Oak Road
Okemos, MI 48864
Phone: (517) 349-7744

EMPLOYMENT

Attorney, of counsel at
White, Schneider, Young & Chiodini
2300 JOlly Oak Road
Oke,mos, MI 48864
Practice specializing in labor and employment
law

EDUCATION
Law School:

Syracuse University College of Law
Syracuse, New York
JD, cum laude, 1977

Undergraduate:

Syracuse University
Syracuse, New York
AB, cum laude, 1971 (anthropology)

BAR ASSOCIATIONS
Member, State Bar of Michigan
Member, Ingham County Bar Association
Admitted to practice before various Federal
District Courts

FACILITATIVE MEDIATION

Facilitative Mediation Training
Dispute Resolution Center of Central Michigan
Lansing, Michigan. 2002
Advanced Mediation Training
Institute of Continuing Legal Education
Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2003, 2006, 2009 &
2011
and
Oakland Mediation Center
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. 2005
Ingham County Circuit Court Facilitative Mediation
Panel, 2003 - present
Dispute Resolution Center of Central Michigan
Volunteer Mediator, 2003 - present
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REASON FOR RUNNING
East Lansing is my hometown, where I grew up and graduated from East Lansing
High School. In 2006, after living in the Los Angeles, New York City, Honolulu, and
San Francisco areas for nearly a decade, I convinced my wife that East Lansing was a
great place to raise a family. It didn't take me long to see that East Lansing was not
what it used to be and that it was facing major problems. I became immersed in City
politics since then and have been very active in the community-because I love East
Lansing and it needs a lot of help.
For the past several years, I have been extremely active in the community, keeping
informed on the issues, helping to organize a grass roots effort to both educate and
listen to the people of East Lansing about public and fiscal policy issues. It is clear
that budgetary mistakes made, in the name of more development, have had
catastrophic consequences on all of the important aspects of our City's services:
adequate police and fire departments, safe schools, well-kept neighborhoods, safe
sidewalks and streets, effective water and sewerage systems, a first-class library,
and excellent parks and recreation facilities.
City Council members sacrifice a tremendous amount of time and energy, with the
goal of trying to help make East Lansing a better place. It would be an honor to
work WITH the other dedicated City Council members and City staff to achieve this
goal.
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
I helped lead a successful petition drive, which would have simply given the
hardworking citizens of East Lansing the right to vote on the public funding of the
biggest, riskiest, and most expensive city-funded project in the history of East
Lansing (City Center II). Rather than allow the voices of the citizens to be heard
and let the democratic process play out, the former Mayor, Mayor Pro-tern, and the
City Attorney publicly fought against petition drive and the voices of the citizenry.
Essentially, our legitimate concerns about the risks of the project, the poor track
record of the developer, and the dismal state of the economy back in 2008 were
totally ignored. Ultimately, what resulted were more years of predictable tax
delinquencies, empty promises by a developer (who in 2007 reached the point of
financial insolvency, according to his own sworn statement), a City Manager who
suddenly fled town, and a City Council who bought into the whole thing-hook, line,
and sinker. To this day, City Hall still conveniently shifts the blame--for all of their
mistakes--to the economy, rather than accept any responsibility for their part of the
predicament that we face. While losing millions of dollars on failed City-funded,
private, lUxury housing projects, yet-to-be-built, we still face urban blight at the
corner of Abbot and Grand River, as well as on Evergreen Avenue, CAUSED by the
same failed City policies. The entire process was a result of the total failure of every
entity to deal objectively with the facts and data: the Planning Director, Tax

Assessor, Police Chief, Fire Chief, City Manager, DDA, BDA, Planning Commission,
and even the MEDC.
Catastrophic budgetary mistakes in City Hall have forced cuts in all other areas of
the budget, most notably slashing the library budget, prompting the recent line-item
library millage, necessitated by massive losses by the City on failed lUXUry housing
projects. In a very real and ironic sense, the City Council is asking the people to
vote on funding an essential service (the library), which was defunded because the
City Council fought against a referendum that simply would have given the citizens
the right to vote on a risky, unneeded, discretionary project, funded with $30 Million
of General Obligation Bonds-when we were well into the worst recession since the
Great Depression.
In the last two City Council elections, I fought very hard to represent the best
interests of all of the people of East Lansing. I refused to accept any money from
anyone who does not live in East Lansing, including all developers, so as not to raise
any questions of impropriety. I earned 100% more votes than those who did not
run, yet still narrowly lost to some very good neighbors/candidates. More
importantly, during my extensive door-to-door campaigning, I learned a
tremendous amount about the people of East Lansing, their concerns--what they
value in the community and what they expect from City Hall. There is no reason to
question my motivation for fighting for the people of East Lansing, and no one can
question that I have fought extremely hard, because I care about this community.
Ignoring our problems, and the mistakes that worsened the problems, makes it
impossible to find solutions.
As a person, I utilize the Golden Rule, and, as a professional, I am responsible for and
entrusted with the lives of others, healthy and ill, young and old, regardless of race,
religion, socio-economic status or other orientation. Every second, I have to analyze
every heartbeat, and a multitude of other variables and conditions. I must think
critically, prioritize appropriately, and make evidence-based decisions. If I were to
ignore a problem, deny what I see, and ignore what I hear-and what others tell
me-then a patient could die. Having extreme attention to detail, while being able
to prioritize effectively and analyze information accurately, efficiently, and
objectively, is imperative in my line of work. I need to communicate honestly and
effectively as a part of a team. My first goal is to prevent harm, while providing a
safe anesthetic to my patient having surgery, and to do so with empathy and
compassion. Furthermore, I put a premium on accountability, integrity, and a
strong respect for ethics. These attributes will help me serve effectively on City
Council, and to work with you, the other dedicated, hard-working City Council
members, as we try to improve East Lansing.

Hans Larsen
1006 Lantern Hill Drive * East Lansing, Michigan 48823
Phone: 337-9284

Objective
It would be an honor, to work WITH the other dedicated and hardworking City staff and City Council members

and to serve and represent my community, as a critical-thinking, evidence-based decision maker, focused on
utilitarian principles.

Experience
Sparrow Hospital-Staff Anesthetist

2006-Present

•

Provide anesthesia care and invasive hemodynamic monitoring to patients undergoing surgeries: general,
robotic, bariatric, thoracic, gyn, orthopedic, neurosurgical, pediatric, endoscopic, urological, plastics, vascular,
andMRI.

•

Respond to airway emergencies and serve as a clinical instructor for medical and nursing students, as well as
physician residents, who complete their anesthesia rotations, in a 687-bed Levell Trauma Center.

•

Appointed department EPIC liaison, facilitating transition to computerized electronic documentation.

•

Recipient of honorary award from Michigan State University for outstanding support of anesthesia students,
in the hospital, classroom, and community.

Straub Clinic & Hospital- Staff Anesthetist

2003-2006

•

Provided anesthesia care to patients undergoing surgeries: cardiothoracic, bariatric, vascular, gyn,
orthopedic, neurosurgical, endoscopic, urological, MRI, ophthalmologic, and plastics.

•

Placed neuraxial anesthesia, arterial catheters, and central venous and pulmonary artery catheters.

•

Provided 24-hour in-house call for emergency airway intubations, difficult venous access, and epidural
rounds.

•

Elected treasurer of state professional association in 2004, performed a lO-year financial audit, and revamped
expenditure/ reporting guidelines.

Education
Columbia University

New York, NY

•

Graduate degree and professional training in anesthesia.

•

Sullivan Award recipient-given "to the outstanding member of the graduating class who best demonstrates
qualities of academic excellence, clinical proficiency and empathy for patients."

•

CAPSONA Ivy League competitive academic scholarship recipient-with an" A" average grade point.

•

Inductee to the Sigma Theta Tau national honor society.

Attachment M

City of East Lansing
APPLICATION TO FILL VACANCY ON CITY HALL
Attachments submitted by Jennifer A. Ferguson
Please provide a statement of your reasons for your interest in serving on City Council?
(love living in East Lansing and will serve the interest of all.
•
• This is a wonderful opportunity to serve my community to enhance strengths and thoughtfully
work on challenges and issues.
• Opportunity to continue to work to create a healthy vibrant community where people want to
live, work, and play.
•
(live in a diverse community and want to serve on a council which represents that.
•
( support local businesses and want to continue to look for opportunities to build the East
Lansing workforce.
• Opportunity to work with council members and city manager on strengthening new and existing
community and economic development plans and codes and finding ways to use taxpayer funds
wisely on services and economic development.
•
Provide public service through integrity, communications, humility, and community vision and
values.
• Continue to work on building trust and help create solutions between the city and school district

City of East Lansing
APPLICATION TO FILL VACANCY ON CITY HALL
Attachments submitted by Jennifer A. Ferguson
Please provide history of your previous community service?
Volunteer with City Rescue Mission of Lansing
Former member of Value MSHDA Employee committee
Volunteer for various political campaigns
Financially give to local animal Shelters and American Cancer Society
Michigan Democratic Party Member
Play golf scrambles for various charities
Help secure funds and resources for charities from local businesses

Jennifer A. Ferguson
505 Ardson Road· East Lansing, MI48823 ·517.241.2272 or 313.647-1141 . Jaferg@sbcglobal.net

SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS
Exceptional professional with strong and proven leadership and team-member skills. Proven at
accomplishing goals and working efficiently and effectively with both large and small groups of
community, political, local, and state leaders on housing, community and economic
development. Outstanding presentation and training skills; effective relationship builder.

CORE COMPETENCIES
Strategic Planning
Organizational Skills

Diplomatic abilities
Negotiation
Problem-Solving
Advocate
Client Relationship Management
Project Leadership

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Michigan State Housing Development Authority, Lansing, MI

07/2007 - Present

Special Projects and Program Specialist
-

Work closely with mayors from 21 cities on Housing, Community and Economic
Development.
Develop strategy to manage communication and outreach with mayors and officials.
Collaborate with universities, nonprofits, and other government organizations on urban
strategies, and placemaking.
Organizational leader on special tours and conferences.

•

Coordinate agenda and planning strategies for conference calls and meetings with
mayors.

•

Successful planner and strategist of conferences and special gatherings.

•

Implemented and helped manage Cities of Promise initiative which provided grants and
resource tools for urban revitalization in eight of the largest distressed urban cities in
Michigan.

Granholm for Governor Campaign, Lansing MI

2006

Independent Consultant
-Intrinsically involved in both fundraising programs and special assigned projects for the
re-election of Governor Granholm of Michigan.
- Organized successful private donor events, event communication and correspondence
- Responsible and accountable for actual donation collection and budgets.

Middleton Real Estate School, Troy, MI

2006

Real Estate License

The John Kerry for President Campaign, Washington, DC

2003-2004

Michigan Political Director
.. Successfully organized and managed political events with various Michigan supporters,
local, and national leaders.
• Liaison for elected officials, community leaders and established MI Women for Kerry.

Jennifer A. Ferguson
505 Ardson Road' East Lansing, M148823· 517.241.2272 or 313.647-1141 . Jaferg@sbcglobal.net

EXPERICENCE

(continued)

The White House, Office of Management and Budget, Washington, DC
Special Assistant, (OMB) Health and Personnel Director
.
1999-2001
• Evaluated and cleared health care and appropriations language.
• Represented (OMB) in health. care and veterans policy meetings with White House and
government agency representatives.

The White House, Office of Management and Budget, Washington, DC
Public Affairs Officer, Office of Communications
1997-1999
•

Served as a principal contact for national, regional and local media on information
pertaining to the federal budget a's well as trade press on issues related to federal
management issues.

•

Conducted and managed media relations, including research with (OMB) career staff.

•

Coordinated and implanted (OMB's) media strategy, including press interviews and
briefing with senior (OMB) officials.

Presidential Inaugural Committee, Washington, DC
Executive Assistant for the Political Director

1996-1997

Democratic National Committee, Washington, DC
Executive Assistant, Office of the Vice Chair

1995-1996

Lifespring Training Company, Boston, MA
Basic Training Supervisor

1992-1993

EDUCATION
Boston University, Boston, MA.
B.S., Public Relations & Mass Communications
POST DEGREE:
WORK:

Georgetown University
Public Relations; Business Writing curriculum.

1992
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Dear City Council Members,
The City of East Lansing has now been my home for coming up on seven years. As someone who has
lived all over the world, but never had a "home," it's my distinct pleasure to find it here.
Since 2005, the first year I lived here, I have worked within both my vocation and avocations to develop
and grow East Lansing. It is my intent to both give back to the place which has so warmly welcomed me,
but also to grow it. Starting with my graduation from the inaugural class of CoEL Emerging Leaders, I
have served in numerous different capacities within both City Commissions and Committees, as well as
within community organizations to try and fulfill my above-mentioned goal (Please reference list of
Community Service below). Beyond this, I have worked professionally as an internet development
consultant to help East Lansing, and Great Lansing, businesses and organizations build their own strong
homes on the internet. Most recently, I have continued my career as a software project manager,
helping to grow a business (recently re-Iocated to East Lansing) in the insurance industry. Whether it
has been promoting my home of East Lansing digitally, socially, finanCially, or structurally, I have always
endeavored to grow East LanSing.
Beyond the broad reason of wanting to serve my community in a manner that will continue to grow and
strengthen it, I also feel I have skills and abilities that would drive toward this goal. While I have the
utmost respect for all of those serving on City Council, I feel that my significant experience and abilities
in the realm of information technology and specifically internet development would be of great value to
the leadership of our city. I have spoken regularly about both the potential for cost/time savings as well
as increased services provided through the use of cutting-edge technology, whether it be pushing the
ability of city departments to share information easily on the internet, or perform data mining on city
data to find efficiencies. An example of this would be applying geo-sat technology to analyze the routes
of refuse pick-up, or even to analyze the density of car ticketing. While East Lansing has provided me
the home I always wanted, I have lived and breathed the internet and technology since well before the
letters " WWW" meant anything to anyone.
Service is something I have been steeped in all my life. It is the drive to lend a hand to others, and the
realization that giving your hand to another means receiving one back as well. It is something that I
learned from my grandfather (MN State Senate), my father (Knight of the Order of Leopold, Belgium) as
well as numerous aunts and uncles. Service, as I look back through my life, is one of the central themes
both of what I have done and what I intend to do. I look forward to serving with you on the East Lansing
City Council.
Many thanks for your consideration,
Ben Eysselinck

us community

Vice-Chair, East Lansing Historic District Commission: Dec. 2006 - Present
President, Glencairn Neighborhood Association: Sept. 2011 - Present
Co-Chair, East Lansing Community Development Block Grant Advisory Committee:
2008-2009, 2009-2010, 2010-2011

Member, Chairman, East Lansing Crystal Awards Selection Committee: 2008, 2009
Member, East Lansing Historic District Border Study Committee (Collegeville): 2007
Graduate, East Lansing Emerging Leaders Program: 2007
Master Mason, Worshipful Master, Capital Lodge of Strict Observance no. 66,
Michigan Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons
Volunteer: Old Town Commercial Association - numerous events; Lansing Chili
Cook-Off; Commonground Music Festival; Michigan Child Identification Program; East
Lansing Welcomes the World; Heart of a Spartan

BENJAMIN P. EYSSELINCK
ben@eysselinck.com
211 Northlawn Ave.,
517-420.1276

East Lansing, MI 48823

WORK EXPERIENCE:
Implementation Project Manager - Sircon, a Vertafore Company, East Lansing, MI http://www.sircon.com : September 2010 - Present
Implementation project manager for a SAAS software package targeted towards insurance carriers and
large agencies to provide producer lifecycle management (PLM). Ultimately responsible for the
success of the implementation including validation of the statement of work, scheduling of the project
and appropriate resources, interfacing with clients on all issues, providing technical support for
integration via FrP data files and web services, and the financial health of the project. Managed
multiple projects simulaneously while also working with the professional services organization team to
implement processes geared towards the development of a proper project management office for
Vertafore as a whole. Projects included large implementations (+1,500 hours effort) for such clients as
Nationwide Insurance, Liberty MutualjSafeco Insurance, Aflac Insurance, AIG, and Arnica Insurance
Group.
Technical Consultant - Artemis Solutions Group, East Lansing, MI - http://www.artemissolutions. com: December 2005 - September 2010
Account manager and project manager for clients. Generated sales, requirements documents,
technical specifications for development, project organization, and fulfilled acceptance QA testing for
clients as well as ongoing technical support for managed clients. Developed management
procedures to move company from small team-based structure, to medium-sized software
development firm. Acted as stop-gap for any task that was too complicated, too out of scope, or too
time consuming for other consultants or internet developers in a rapidly evolving and dynamic
internet development firm.
Office Manager - The Scienomics Group, New York, NY/Greenwich, CThttp://www.scienomicsgrp.com: February 2002 - March 2005

Hub for all internal management of intra-office, daily operations at TSG with an overall goal of
providing for all office needs. Responsible for management of vendors during the inception and 800%
growth of the company over a 2 year period including phone system (IPOffice/Avaya, Voicemail
Pro) installation and management, network installation and management (Microsoft 2000
networking, TCP/IP,DS-Tl, ADSL) , financial recording and projections of all account work,
reconciliation of all expenditures, managed a support team of 5 for an office of 40.

Technical
Consultant - International Services and Solutions - Mercator Software, 100% travel (Internal
US) - http://www.mercator.com: December 2000 - February 2002
A technical consultant focused on complete customer solutions in e-commerce using Mercator's
(Now owned by IBM) software packages. Worked with technologies such as Oracle and XML on
primarily Unix, HP-UX, and NT platforms. Clients included: GM: employee management upgrade
from legacy (AS400) system to SAP-Oracle database using the Mercator Event Manager (Now
known as WebSphere MQ) for data transformation maps. Debugged a major Event Manager flaw
resulting in a Mercator Software Patch; Hawaiian Medical Services Association (HMSA): business
needs analysis of legacy system moving forward to data transformations with the Mercator Design
Studio upgrading medical provider information from AS400 system to a proprietary Oracle system
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running on UNIX servers; Nestle International (Switzerland): Data transformations using the
Mercator Design Studio to interface a SAP global management system with its geographically
dispersed, Legacy system, sub-units from provided data specifications between SAP IDocs and EDI;
Internal Pre-Sales Project: HIMSS presentations of HIPAA to HL7 transformations using the
Mercator Design Studio coupled with the Event Manager.

Production Support Analyst - McKesson/HBOC (Abaton.com), Minneapolis, MN http://www.mckesson.com:_September 1999 - December 2000
Production support analyst with responsibilities including 24/7 production support of an online,
clinical management software suite. Primarily in charge of maintaining EDI processes for
interfacing between systems such as MQ Series (Now IBM's Websphere MQ), Cloverleaf, and ADAC.
Provided debugging support for EDI messages in HL7, NCPDP, XML, and ASTM using the
Mercator Event Manager. Part of a team that successfully lead a medical Dot-Com clinical
technology group to acquisition and success in the marketplace.
Technical Support Analyst - Institute for Healthcare Quality, Minneapolis, MN http://www.ihqi.com: June 1997 - September 1999
Solely responsible for technical support of a Medical Risk Management toolkit. Key in pre-sales
technical presentations. Maintained documentation for the software package. Development
and implementation of a in-house support tracking database including regular and ad hoc
reports to middle and senior management. Responsibilities included: Quality Assurance Testing
on a major Health Risk Management toolkit, including automated test scripting with the 60
attendees; analysis of numerous software packages for selection and implementations company wide;
hosting of numerous company-wide functions in concert with the employee committee Winrunner
testing tool; management of QA computer lab running Microsoft flavors using the Norton Ghost tool;
planning, organization, and implementation of a User Group conference with
Community Involvement:
Vice-Chair, East Lansing Historic District Commission: Dec. 2006 - Present
President, Glencairn Neighborhood Association: Sept. 2011 - Present
Co-Chair, East Lansing Community Development Block Grant Advisory Committee:

2008-

2009, 2009-2010, 2010-2011

Member, Chairman, East Lansing Crystal Awards Selection Committee: 2008,2009
Member, East Lansing Historic District Border Review Committee: 2007
Master Mason, Worshipful Master, Capital Lodge of Strict Observance no. 66, Michigan
Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons
EDUCATION:
ST. OLAF COLLEGE, Northfield, Minnesota
June, 1997
Major:
Political Science (Concentration in International Relations)
Concentration:
Computer Science (equivalence of a minor)
Independent study abroad at the American University in Cairo - 1995
CAIRO AMERICAN COLLEGE, Cairo, Egypt
June, 1993
LANGUAGES:

French: Belgian and US Dual-Citizenship. Extensive travel and living experience throughout
Europe.
Arabic: Ten years living experience in Egypt and extensive travel throughout the Middle East.
Japanese: Three years college education.
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