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CITY OF EAST LANSING 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 
August 8, 2012 

 
Present: Beard, Loomis, Power, Goddeeris  
Absent:  Triplett 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Goddeeris.  The meeting was held in 
Council Chambers of the 54-B District Court, 101 Linden Street, East Lansing. 
 
Item 1                 Approval of the Agenda 
 
It was moved by Goddeeris and seconded by Power to approve the agenda. 
 
ALL YEAS 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Item 2                           Approval of the Minutes 
 
It was moved by Goddeeris and seconded by Beard to approve corrected draft minutes of the 
July 10, 2012 regular meeting. 
 
ALL YEAS  
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Item 3                                                                                                      Special Presentations 
 

 East Lansing Police Chief Juli Liebler said resignations and retirements have created 
openings in the department.  She introduced the following seven who were hired out 
of 158 applications:   

o Dan Batora 
o Chad Steman 
o Nicole Mitchell 
o David Stotzfus 
o Tim Smith 
o Jacob Cortez 
o Scott Klavenski 

 
Chief Liebler also introduced the most recent East Lansing Police Department 
promotions: 

o Sgt. Chad Connelly 
o Sgt. James Phelps 
o Lt. Scott Wriggelsworth 
o Capt. Jeff Murphy 

 
 City Manager George Lahanas introduced Lt. Larry Sparkes, president of Command 

Officers Association of Michigan (COAM).  Lahanas said there has been a 
spectacular show of collaboration and partnership between the City and employee 
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groups.  Lahanas highlighted a recent decision by COAM to forego a 2% wage 
increase which will benefit the City budget. 
 

 Sgt. Chad Connelly presented a check for $1,500 from Police Athletic League (PAL) 
to Tim McCaffrey, Parks, Recreation and Arts Director, as a contribution to the 
Patriarche Park project.  McCaffrey expressed appreciation to PAL for the 
contribution. 
 

 Mayor Goddeeris presented Mary Haskell, Finance Director, a plaque awarding the 
City of East Lansing a Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting from the Government Finance Officers Association of the United States 
and Canada for its Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR).  Goddeeris said 
the City has received this award 27 of the past 29 years and thanked Haskell for her 
leadership.  Haskell thanked her staff, peers, and supportive Council. 
 

 Wendy Wilmers Lonpre, Assistant Director of Parks, Recreation and Arts, presented 
a new link on the City web page which allows citizens to explore and sign up for 
volunteer and charitable giving opportunities within the City of East Lansing.    
 

Item 4                                       Written Communication 
 
Between July 24 and August 8, 2012, Council received written communication: 

 07/24/12 from Eliot Singer regarding Infinity Companies 
 07/28/12 from Eliot Singer regarding Brownfield Redevelopment Financing Program 
 07/28/12 from Daniel R. Opsommer regarding Public Acts 256 and 257 
 07/29/12 from Eliot Singer regarding City Center II 
 07/30/12 from Eliot Singer regarding Evergreen Properties 
 07/30/12 from Phil Bellfy regarding City Center II 
 07/31/12 from Alice Dreger regarding Ethics Investigation 
 08/01/12 from Eliot Singer regarding Strathmore 
 08/03/12 from Alice Dreger regarding St. Anne Lofts 
 08/03/12 from Alice Dreger regarding Ethics Investigation 
 08/04/12 from Phil Bellfy regarding Ethics Investigation 
 08/04/12 from Phil Bellfy regarding City Center II 
 08/04/12 from vthonger@comcast.net regarding Ethics Investigation 
 08/04/12 from Eliot Singer regarding St. Anne Lofts 
 08/04/12 from Alice Dreger regarding August 8th agenda 
 08/06/12 from Aron Sousa regarding Ethics Investigation 
 08/06/12 from Eliot Singer regarding Red Cedar Golf Course 
 08/07/12 from Eliot Singer regarding BCBS Brownfield Plan 
 08/08/12 from Eliot Singer regarding Evergreen Properties 
 
Goddeeris said she received communication from Aaron Weiner of Buffalo Wild Wings 
thanking City Manager George Lahanas and Mayor Goddeeris for their visit. 
 

Item 5      _____________________________                     Communication from Audience 
 

 None 
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Item 6               Communication from Mayor and Council Members                                
 
Councilmember Loomis: 

 No Report 
 

Councilmember Beard: 
 No Report 

 
Councilmember Power: 

 Read his statement dated August 8, 2012 regarding Plante Moran study on 
shared public service initiative. 
 

Mayor Goddeeris: 
 Thanked City Clerk Marie McKenna, staff, and volunteers for managing a 

successful primary election yesterday.  She said staff addressed concerns, and 
our City met the deadline to send out absentee ballots to armed forces 
personnel. 

 Reported on communication from Dylan Miller, Vice Chair of ASMSU 
(Associated Students of Michigan State University), regarding House Bill 
4393, Medical Amnesty, which Governor Snyder signed on May 8, 2012.  

 Said East Lansing’s first Platinum LEED (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) home is located at 359 University Drive and 
interested citizens may contact the City for information on arranging a tour. 

 Said Meet the Spartans Event is Tuesday, August 14 at 5:00 p.m. in Parking 
Lot #1 and encouraged residents to participate in this free event. 

 Said the Great Lakes Folk Festival is this weekend and thanked staff for their 
work in preparation. 

 Said the annual Lansing and East Lansing Ramadan Unity Dinner with this 
year’s theme “Harmony Against Hunger” will be Friday, September 7, 2012 
at 7:00 p.m. and said all proceeds will go to Greater Lansing Food Bank.  She 
said ticket information may be found on the City web site at 
www.cityofeastlansing.com. 
 

Item 7                                                                                    Review of Work Session Actions 
 
Mayor Goddeeris reviewed the following actions taken at the work session of July 24, 2012: 
 

1. Approved the minutes of the June 26, 2012 special meeting. 

2. Approved the minutes of the June 26, 2012 work session. 

3. Approved, as amended, an application from Infinity Companies, LLC to modify the 
approved Site Plan and Special Use Permit to construct a five story mixed-use 
building at 213-217 Ann Street.  The property is zoned B-3, City Center Commercial 
District. 

4. Approved receipt of weekly reports and input from responsible officials at each 
Council meeting until certificate of occupancy is ready to be issued at 213-217 Ann 
Street. 

5. Approved design, site, and $4000 artist contract for mural project. 
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6. Approved expenditure of donated money for the East Lansing Public Library to enter 
into a contract with Library Design Associates for the carpet project in the amount of 
$112,455.00 with a not-to-exceed amount of $123,700.50. 

7. Approved parking lot and alley closure for Meet the Spartans Event in downtown 
East Lansing on Tuesday, August 14, 2012: 

 Parking Lot #1, Tuesday, August 14, 2012 from 2:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
 100/200 Grand River Alley, Tuesday, August 14, 2012 from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 

p.m. 

8. Approved request to allow merchants to use the sidewalks in front of their businesses 
on Tuesday, August 14, 2012, during normal business hours, for Meet the Spartans 
Event. 

9. Approved and authorized City Manager to increase final contract amount with Terra 
Contracting LLC for sewer cleaning and televising – Kalamazoo Street Interceptor 
Project from $27,408.30 to $29,320.07. 

10. Appointed Robert Rutledge to the Transportation Commission for a partial term 
ending December 31, 2013. 

11. Appointed Felix Fliss to the Active Living for Adults Advisory Commission for a 
partial term ending December 31, 2013. 

12. Appointed Felix Fliss to the Tri-County Office on Aging Advisory Council for a term 
ending December 31, 2014. 

13. Approved resolution to approve Tri-County Office on Aging Area Plan for fiscal year 
2013. 

 
Item 8                                                                                                   City Manager’s Report 
  
City Manager George Lahanas: 

 Also thanked City Clerk Marie McKenna, staff and volunteers for a successful 
primary election yesterday. 
 

Item 9                                                                                       City Attorney’s Report  
 
City Attorney Tom Yeadon: 

 Presented brief legal opinion on recent request for ethics investigation of a 
Council member and cited sections 2-84, 2-85, and 2-86 of the City Code.  He 
said nothing contained in the recent request for investigation would even 
allow the initial proceeding to start in this type of an instance.  He said 
actions simply do not fall within a violation of the City Code so it would be 
out of order to even start the process. 
 

Item 10                                                                         Public Hearing – Ordinance No. 1282 
 
Consideration of Ordinance No. 1282; an Ordinance to amend Section 2-253 of Division 1 – 
Generally  – of Article V – Boards and Commissions – of Chapter 2 – Administration – and 
Section 42-6 of Article I – in General – and Section 42-43 of Division 1 – Generally – of 
Article II – Administration and Enforcement – and Sections 42-214 and 42-215 of Article IV 
– Franchise Fees – of Chapter 42 – Telecommunications – of Code of the City of East 
Lansing and to Repeal Division 2 – Cable and Telecommunication Commission – and 
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Sections 42-71, 42-72, 42-73 and 42-74 of Chapter 42 – Telecommunications – of the Code 
of the City of East Lansing. 
 
Alan McCarrick, Information Systems Administrator, briefed Council on Ordinance No. 
1282, the dissolution of the Cable, Internet & Technology Commission. 
 
Goddeeris opened the public hearing on Ordinance No. 1282. 
 
Seeing no one come forward, Goddeeris closed the public hearing on Ordinance No. 1282. 
 
It was moved by Loomis and seconded by Power to approved Ordinance No. 1282. 
 
Goddeeris said Council has discussed this at work sessions over the past months in regard to 
budget and strategic priorities and appropriate people have been notified. 
 
ALL YEAS 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
                                               CITY OF EAST LANSING 
 
                                                        ORDINANCE NO. 1282 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 2-253 OF 
DIVISION 1 - GENERALLY - OF ARTICLE V - BOARDS 
AND COMMISSIONS - OF CHAPTER 2 - 
ADMINISTRATION - AND SECTION 42-6 OF ARTICLE I 
- IN GENERAL - AND SECTION 42-43 OF DIVISION 1 - 
GENERALLY - OF ARTICLE II - ADMINISTRATION 
AND ENFORCEMENT- AND SECTIONS 42-214 AND 42-
215 OF ARTICLE IV - FRANCHISE FEES - OF CHAPTER 
42 -TELECOMMUNICATIONS - OF CODE OF THE CITY 
OF EAST LANSING AND  TO REPEAL DIVISION 2 - 
CABLE AND TELECOMMUNICATION COMMISSION - 
AND SECTIONS 42 -71, 42-72, 42-73 AND 42-74 OF 
CHAPTER 42 - TELECOMMUNICATIONS - OF THE 
CODE OF THE CITY OF EAST LANSING 

 
THE CITY OF EAST LANSING ORDAINS: 
 
Section 2-253 of Division 1 of Chapter 2 and Section 42-6 of Article I and Section 42-43 of 
Division 1 of Article II and Sections 42-214 and 42-215 of Article IV of Chapter 42 of Code 
of the City of East are hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
Sec. 2-253.  Boards and commissions created; number of members. 
The following boards and commissions are hereby created, and shall be composed of a 
maximum of nine members unless otherwise stated: 
 
 (1) Elected officers compensation commission. 
 
 (2) Transportation commission. 
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 (3) Arts commission. 
 
 (4) Planning commission. 
 
 (5) Human relations commission. 
 
 (6) Commission on the environment. 
 
 (7) Housing commission. 
 
 (8) University student commission. 
 
 (9) Seniors' commission. 
 
          (10)  Building board of appeals. The membership, powers, and duties of the 

building board of appeals shall be as prescribed by chapter 6, article II. 
 
          (11)  Zoning board of appeals. The membership, powers and duties of the zoning 

board of appeals shall be as prescribed by chapter 50, article II, division 2. 
 
          (12)  Historic district commission. The membership, powers, and duties of the 

historic district commission shall be as prescribed in chapter 20, article II. 
 
          (13)  Parks and recreation advisory commission which shall be composed of seven 

members. 
 
          (14)  Active living for adults (ALFA) advisory commission which shall be 

composed of seven members. 
 
Sec. 42-6.  Definitions. 
 
 The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning: 
 
 Act means the Communications Act of 1934, as amended (and specifically as 
amended by the Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992, Public 
Law 102-385), and as may be amended from time to time. 
 
 Advertising means all matter cablecast for which any money, service, or other 
valuable consideration is directly or indirectly paid, exchanged, or promised to, or charged, 
or accepted in connection with the presentation of cable services. 
 
 Associated equipment means all equipment and services subject to regulation 
pursuant to 47 CFR 76.923. 
 
 Basic cable service means "basic service" as defined in the FCC rules, and any other 
cable television service which is subject to rate regulation by the city pursuant to the Act and 
the FCC rules, and shall include, at a minimum, all public, educational, and governmental 
programming or channels required to be carried by the city. 
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 Cable communication system, cable television system, cable system, CATV, or system 
shall have that meaning given by section 602(7) of the Act and shall mean a system of 
coaxial cables or other signal conductors and equipment used or to be used to originate or 
receive television or radio signals directly or indirectly off the air and to transmit them via 
cable to subscribers for a fixed or variable fee, including the origination, receipt, 
transmission, and distribution of voices, sound signals, pictures, visual images, digital 
signals, telemetry, or any other type of closed circuit transmission by means of electrical or 
light wave impulses, whether or not directed to originating signals or receiving signals off the 
air. 
 
 Cable service means all of the services as defined by section 602(6) of the Act which 
franchisee has provided or will provide pursuant to the terms of this franchise agreement. 
 
 Channel means a portion of the electromagnetic frequency spectrum which is used in 
a cable system and which is capable of delivering a "television channel." 
 
 City means the City of East Lansing, Michigan, and all the territory within its 
territorial corporate limits. 
 
 Customer means any person who for a charge or payment of a fee receives, sends or 
uses any signal or service provided, collected or distributed by a private communications 
system franchised by the city. 
 
 FCC means the Federal Communications Commission. 
 
 FCC rules means all rules of the FCC promulgated, from time to time, pursuant to the 
Act. 
 
 Franchise or franchise agreement means the franchise agreement required under the 
Uniform Video Service Local Franchise Act in the standard form published by the MPSC. 
 
 Gross revenues means all consideration of any kind or nature, including, without 
limitation, cash, credits, property, and in-kind contributions received by the provider from 
subscribers for the provision of video service by a video service provider within the 
jurisdiction of the city of East Lansing. Gross revenues shall include all of the fees, 
compensation, revenue, and commissions described in subsections 6(4), (6) and (7) of the 
Uniform Video Services Local Franchise Act.  
 
 Local exchange network means the facilities providing access to "basic local 
exchange service" within a "local calling area" for the transmission for high-quality two-way 
interactive switched voice or data communication within the meaning ascribed by section 
102(b) and (l) of the Michigan Telecommunication Act, Public Act No. 179 of 1991 (MCL 
484.2101 et seq.).  
 
 MPSC means the Michigan Public Service Commission.  
 
 Pay-per-view means cable services through an arrangement under which a charge is 
made on a per-program or per-diem basis to a subscriber for receiving a television program 
or programs or other service not a part of the basic cable service. 
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 Pay TV means an arrangement under which a channel is offered to subscribers at a 
single price per channel. 
 
 Person means a natural person, corporation, partnership, limited liability company, 
municipal corporation, unit of government, or any other legal entity. 
 
 Private telecommunication services means services offered to customers for the 
transmission of two-way interactive communication and associated usage. 
 
 Private telecommunication system means any wired communications services, 
equipment, facilities or network not specifically the public network of a local exchange 
carrier or part of a cable system franchised by the city providing high-speed, high-volume 
digital, voice and data signals that in any manner is connected with, occupies or uses the 
public streets, alleys, public ways, public places, or easements located therein within the 
corporate limits of the city, and shall include a private network offering private 
telecommunication services and video signals which are not deemed to be "cable service" as 
defined by this section. 
 
 Producer means a user providing input services to the cable system for receipt by 
subscribers. 
 
 Public (PEG) channels means channels which are dedicated to the public interest, 
according to the following categories: 
 
 (1) Public access; 
 
 (2) Education use; 
 
 (3) Local government purposes; and 
 
 (4) Local interest programming. 
 
 State of the art means a cable system with production facilities, technical 
performance, capacity, equipment, components, and service equal to or better than has been 
developed and demonstrated to be generally accepted and used in the cable television 
industry for comparable areas of equivalent population. 
 
 Subscriber means a person or organization whose premises are physically and 
lawfully connected to receive any transmission from the system. 
 
 Subscriber service drop means each extension wiring from the franchisee's 
distribution lines to a subscriber's premises. 
 
 Uniform Video Services Local Franchise Act means 2006 PA 480, as amended, being 
MCL 484.3301, et seq.  

 

Sec. 42-43. - Prosecution. 

Prosecutions under this chapter shall be recommended by the city manager to the city 
council, and shall be prosecuted in the name of the city.  
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Sec. 42-214. - Reports. 

 (a)  A franchisee shall annually provide the city within 90 days following the close of 
its fiscal year, a financial report of the franchise for the preceding fiscal year. The report shall 
be based on an outline or chart of accounts following generally accepted accounting 
principles and in a form suitable for the city adequately to enforce the franchise. The account 
shall also separate revenues allocated on a reasonable basis between the East Lansing 
franchise and any other franchises or businesses operated by the franchisee, and in the event 
that franchisee is legally authorized to regulate rates, shall separate overhead, personnel, and 
other costs on a reasonable basis between the East Lansing franchise and other franchises or 
businesses. Each franchisee shall allow the commission to audit those financial and 
accounting records necessary to verify those records, reports, or certificates required to be 
filed by the franchise agreement or required by the city to enforce the terms of the franchise 
agreement, and shall make all of its plans, contracts, and engineering, statistical, and 
customer service records relating to its system available for inspection by the city. The due 
date for submission of these reports and the contents and format of such other reports as are 
necessary or desirable for the city adequately to enforce the franchise shall be determined by 
the city manager.  

 (b) Each franchisee shall also file annually with the city clerk copies of all rules, 
regulations, terms, and conditions which it has adopted for the conduct of its business. 

 

Sec. 42-215. - Disbursement of franchise fees. 

 (a)  The annual franchise fees shall be paid into the city's general fund and shall be 
disbursed and appropriated by the East Lansing City Council, without restriction, pursuant to 
the budget procedure by chapter 10 of the East Lansing City Charter.  

 (b)  The annual city budget shall include a program or activity line for cable TV 
expenditures. Amounts appropriated by the city council for the development of the use of 
public channels, for production grants to users, the purchase and maintenance of equipment 
not required to be provided by the franchisee, and to cover overhead and other expenses with 
respect to the regulation of any franchises granted pursuant to this chapter, shall be included 
in the program or activity line.  

 

THE CITY OF EAST LANSING FURTHER ORDAINS 

Division 2 and Sections 42 -71, 42-72, 42-73 and 42-74 of the Code of the City of East 
Lansing are hereby repealed. 

 

DIVISION 2. -  Repealed. 

Sec. 42-71.  Repealed. 

Sec. 42-72.  Repealed. 

Sec. 42-73.  Repealed. 

Sec. 42-74.  Repealed. 

 
Item 11                                                                              Public Hearing – 151 Bogue Street 
 
Consideration of a Site Plan application for 151 Bogue Street – FarmHouse Fraternity 
Expansion. 
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Darcy Schmitt, Planning and Zoning Administrator, updated Council and answered questions 
on the FarmHouse Fraternity expansion application. 
 
Goddeeris opened the public hearing on Site Plan application for 151 Bogue Street. 
 
Isaac Sheppard, Rochester Hills, Michigan, said he was available to answer questions. 
 
Seeing no one come forward, Goddeeris closed the public hearing on Site Plan application 
for 151 Bogue Street. 
 
It was moved by Loomis and seconded by Power to approve Site Plan application for 151 
Bogue Street – FarmHouse Fraternity expansion. 
 
Power thanked FarmHouse Fraternity for their patience and collaboration in working with 
City staff. 
 
Loomis thanked FarmHouse Fraternity for investing in this community. 
 
ALL YEAS 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Item 12                                                                         Public Hearing – Ordinance No. 1279 
 
Consideration of Ordinance No. 1279; an application from five separate property owners to 
rezone the properties at 903, 911, 919, 927, and 933-935 East Grand River Avenue from B-1, 
General Office Business District, to B-2, Retail Sales Business District. 
 
Darcy Schmitt, Planning and Zoning Administrator, briefed Council and answered questions 
on Ordinance No. 1279.  She said this included properties from Kedzie to Durand Streets on 
Grand River Avenue. 
 
Goddeeris opened the public hearing on Ordinance No. 1279. 
 
Seeing no one come forward, Goddeeris closed the public hearing on Ordinance No. 1279. 
 
It was moved by Beard and seconded by Power to approve Ordinance No. 1279. 
 
Beard said Ordinance No. 1279 is consistent with goals of the Comprehensive Plan and 
redevelopment. 
 
ALL YEAS 
MOTION CARRIED 
 

CITY OF EAST LANSING 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1279 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING USE 
DISTRICT MAP OF CHAPTER 50 -- ZONING -- OF THE 
CODE OF THE CITY OF EAST LANSING 
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THE CITY OF EAST LANSING ORDAINS: 
 
The Zoning Use District Map is hereby amended to rezone the following described area 
from B-1, General Office Business District to B-2, Retail Sales Business District: 
 

Parcel 1: (Foster and Harmon Enterprises, LLC) 
 
Tax Parcel No:  33-20-02-18-402-001 
 
Lot 18 of the Fairview subdivision, City of East Lansing, Ingham County, Michigan 
 
More commonly known as 903 East Grand River Avenue, East Lansing, Michigan 48823 
 
 
Parcel 2: (Claucherty Parcel) 
 
Tax Parcel No:  33-20-02-18-402-002 
 
Lot 19 of the Fairview subdivision, City of East Lansing, Ingham County, Michigan 
 
More commonly known as 911 East Grand River Avenue, East Lansing, Michigan 48823 
 
 
Parcel 3: (MertenGraham Building) 
 
Tax Parcel No:  33-20-02-18-402-003 
 
Lot 20 of the Fairview subdivision, City of East Lansing, Ingham County, Michigan 
 
More commonly known as 919 East Grand River Avenue, East Lansing, Michigan 48823 
 
 

Parcel 4: (James Hagan, LLC) 
 
Tax Parcel No:  33-20-02-18-402-004 
 
Lot 21 of the Fairview subdivision, City of East Lansing, Ingham County, Michigan 
 
More commonly known as 927 East Grand River Avenue, East Lansing, Michigan 48823 
 
 
Parcel 5: (Merten Building Limited Partnership) 
 
Tax Parcel No:  33-20-02-18-402-005 
 
Lot 22 of the Fairview subdivision, City of East Lansing, Ingham County, Michigan 
 
More commonly known as 933 & 935 East Grand River Avenue, East Lansing, Michigan 
48823 
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Item 13                                                       Public Hearing – Amended Brownfield Plan #16 
 
Consideration of Amended Brownfield Plan #16 for the Interstate Partners Project, 1525 W. 
Lake Lansing Road. 
 
Lori Mullins, Community and Economic Development Administrator, briefed Council and 
answered questions on increase in site and infrastructure costs. 
 
Goddeeris opened public hearing on Amended Brownfield Plan #16. 
 
Joe Reynolds, 2168 Coolidge Road, spoke regarding tax increment financing (TIF). 
 
Seeing no one else come forward, Goddeeris closed the public hearing on Amended 
Brownfield Plan #16. 
 
It was moved by Loomis and seconded by Power to approve Amended Brownfield Plan #16 
for Interstate Partners Project. 
 
Power said he will be supporting this change and that a relationship has been built between 
the developer and the neighborhood. 
 
ALL YEAS 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Item 14                                                                                                             Consent Agenda 
 
City Manager George Lahanas reviewed the Consent agenda: 
 

1. Approval of a street closure for Carcara Lane on August 18, 2012, from 5:00 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m. for the Phase II Homeowners neighborhood block party. 

2. Approval of a street closure for Maplewood Drive from Roseland Avenue to Grand 
River Avenue on September 9, 2012, from 2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. for the Brookfield 
Heritage Association neighborhood block party.  Rain date is September 16, 2012. 

3. Approval of a conditional Class III rental license for up to two unrelated persons at 
503 Cornell Avenue.  The owners are Amber and Adam Laakko. 

4. Approval of a conditional Class III rental license for up to two unrelated persons at 
234 Spartan Street.  The owner is Hollstein Properties, LLC and the legal agent is 
Barbara Hollstein. 

5. Approval of a conditional Class IV rental license for up to three unrelated persons or 
a family at 6210 Abbot Road, Unit 220 (Gaslight Village). The owner is Georgi Fram 
and legal agent is Moses Fram. 

6. Introduce and set a public hearing on September 4, 2012, for Ordinance No. 1281; an 
application from University Reformed Church to rezone the property at 841 
Timberlane Street, from C, Community Facilities, and R-1, Low Density Single-
Family Residential, to RM-14, Low Density Multiple-Family Residential District, 
subject to a conditional rezoning agreement, limiting the use of the property to 
religious use, while allowing for phasing out of the existing educational use. 
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7. Introduce and set a public hearing on September 4, 2012, for an application from 
University Reformed Church for Special Use Permit approval for the property at 841 
Timberlane Street.  The proposed application would allow the church to occupy the 
existing building on the site (the former East Lansing Public Schools administration 
building). 

 
It was moved by Beard and seconded by Power to approve the Consent agenda. 
 
ALL YEAS 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Item 15                                                                                                            Business Agenda 
 

1. Consideration of the acquisition of the four acre parcel at the northwest corner 
of Haslett and Merritt Roads from Ingham County in the amount of $4,267.89. 

 
Lori Mullins, Community and Economic Development Administrator, briefed Council and 
answered questions on the opportunity to acquire this tax foreclosed property. 
 
Council discussed wetland mitigation use, frontage, conservation easement, and privately 
owned property. 
 
It was moved by Beard and seconded by Power to approve expenditure of $4,267.89 for 
acquisition of four acre parcel at the northwest corner of Haslett and Merritt Roads from 
Ingham County. 
 
ALL YEAS 
MOTION CARRIED 
 

2. Consideration of the LAP Respite Center service provision agreement for Active 
Living for Adults services. 

 
Tim McCaffrey, Director of Arts, Recreation and Arts, briefed Council and answered 
questions on LAP Respite Center service provision agreement.  McCaffrey introduced John 
Stauffer, LAP Respite Center Executive Director, and Margie Houseman, retiring ALFA 
(Active Living for Adults) coordinator. 
 
It was moved by Beard and seconded by Power to authorize the City Manager to sign a five 
(5) year agreement with LAP Respite Center for the provision of ALFA Adult Day Services 
at the Valley Court Community Center. 
 
Beard said ALFA program has been a source of pride in this community for years and Margie 
Houseman will be missed.  He said he has highest hopes for the future and the agreement has 
covered many bases to achieve continuation of services while providing some relief to the 
City budget. 
 
Power thanked McCaffrey and staff for this acceptable agreement and welcomed LAP to East 
Lansing. 
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Goddeeris said this is a win/win example of regional service cooperation.  She commended 
the agreement for cost savings to the City while continuing to meet a growing need in the 
community. 
 
ALL YEAS 
MOTION CARRIED 
 

3. Consideration of the recommendations for the Climate Sustainability Plan from 
the Commission on the Environment, Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Commission and Planning Commission. 

 
Todd Sneathen, Director of Public Works and Environmental Services; and Marcia Horan, 
Commission on the Environment,  presented and answered questions on a draft Climate 
Sustainability Plan action plan, which in April Council had requested be placed on tonight’s 
agenda. 
 
Sneathen said this draft will be provided to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission 
and the Planning Commission for their input and then a combined final version of the 
Implementation Plan will be presented to Council. 
 
Power commended the commission and staff for their work. 
 

4. Consideration of St. Anne Engineering Report 
 
Council discussed C2AE engineering report and asked questions and received answers from: 

 Norman Farhat, C2AE, 725 Prudden Street, Lansing 
 Curt Mulder, Wolverine Building Group, 4045 Barden SE, Grand Rapids 
 Jim Reyers, City Construction, 120 N. Washington Square, Ste 801, Lansing 

 
Council discussed soil, Engineer of record, concrete, liability, indemnification, foundation 
integrity, safety, and enforcement of Code. 
 
Goddeeris said Council will continue to get reports and updates. 
 
Item 16                                                                                                                 Adjournment 
 
It was moved by Power and seconded by Beard to adjourn. 
 
ALL YEAS 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
___________________________________  ___________________________________ 
                 Diane Goddeeris             Nancy O. Wagner 
            Mayor                    Administrative Secretary 
       





  

PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
Quality Services for a Quality Community 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO:  George Lahanas, City Manager 

FROM: Darcy C. Schmitt, Planning and Zoning Administrator 

DATE: August 30, 2012 

SUBJECT:  Ordinance 1281 – 841 Timberlane Street 
 University Reformed Church 
 
 
On July 25, 2012, the Planning Commission took action on Ordinance 1281, a 
request from University Reformed Church to rezone the property at 841 Timberlane 
Street, from C, Community Facilities, and R-1, Low Density Single-Family 
Residential, to RM-14, Low Density Multiple-Family Residential District, subject 
to a conditional rezoning agreement, limiting the use of the property to religious 
use, while allowing for phasing out of the existing educational use. The property is 
approximately 7.77 acres.  With seven (7) members present the Planning 
Commission voted unanimously to recommend City Council approve the 
application. 
 
Please forward to City Council for consideration at the September 4, 2012 public 
hearing.   
 

City of East Lansing
PLANNING AND

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

410 Abbot Road
East Lansing, MI 48823

(517) 319-6930
www.cityofeastlansing.com





 
 
 
 
August 27, 2012 
 
 
 
The Honorable Diane Goddeeris 
East Lansing City Council 
410 Abbot Road 
East Lansing, MI 48823 
 
Dear Mayor Goddeeris and Council Members: 
  
At its July 25, 2012 meeting, with seven (7) members present, the East Lansing 
Planning Commission took action on the following: 
 

Ordinance 1281: A request from University Reformed Church to 
rezone the property at 841 Timberlane Street, from C, 
Community Facilities, and R-1, Low Density Single-Family 
Residential, to RM-14, Low Density Multiple-Family Residential 
District, subject to a conditional rezoning agreement, limiting the 
use of the property to religious use, while allowing for phasing out 
of the existing educational use. The property is approximately 
7.77 acres.   
 

Given that the proposed rezoning would facilitate the reuse of the East Lansing 
Public School’s administration building and the conditional rezoning agreement 
would provide certainty to both the Church and the surrounding neighborhood with 
respect to future use of the property, the Commission voted unanimously to 
recommend that Council approve Ordinance 1281. 
 
Attached, please find copies of the staff report and meeting minutes for your review. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this recommendation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lynsey Clayton, Chairperson 
East Lansing Planning Commission 
 
Attachments 





 Staff Contact: Timothy  R. Schmitt 
 Phone No.: 517-319-6828 
 PC Agenda:     June 27, 2012 
 
 

 
STAFF REPORT 

June 20, 2012 
Ordinance 1281 – 841 Timberlane (University Reformed Church) 

 
SUBJECT 
 
Ordinance 1281, a request from University Reformed Church to conditionally rezone the 
property at 841 Timberlane Street from C, Community Facilities, and R-1, Low Density 
Single-Family Residential, to RM-14, Low Density Multiple-Family Residential. The 
property is approximately 7.77 acres.   
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 
The parcel in question is located on the west side of Timberlane Street, north of 
Burcham Drive and adjacent to the Walnut Heights subdivision. It is currently the site of 
East Lansing Public School’s administration offices and the MSU Community Music 
School. The property includes a single building that was previously a church, prior to 
being purchased by the East Lansing Public Schools.  Parking is located on the site, 
adjacent to Timberlane Street.   
 
STAFF REVIEW  
 
The applicant is requesting a conditional rezoning from C, Community Facilities, and R-
1, Low Density Single-Family Residential, to RM-14, Low Density Multiple-Family 
Residential, with voluntarily offered conditions.  Under the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act 
(MZEA), the offered conditions may be more restrictive than the requirements of the 
RM-14 district but may not be less restrictive. 
 
If the application for the rezoning is approved, the applicant’s intention is to occupy the 
building for use as a church and associated offices, allowing for a transition period while 
the MSU School of Music and the East Lansing Public Schools move into new spaces in 
the community. The applicant has offered the following conditions of development: 
 
1. The Property is intended for “Religious Use with no residential use.” 
2. At such time as the Property is no longer utilized for “Religious Use with no 

residential use” purposes, the zoning classification will convert to R-1, 
Residential Single Family Use. 

3. As discussed at the June 27, 2012 Planning Commission hearing initially URC 
will only be using part of the Property for “Religious Use with no residential use”. 
During a transition period commencing immediately upon the date of transfer of 

Department of Planning & 
Community Development 
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title to URC through July 31, 2013, (“Transition Period”), the Property may 
continue to be used in part by East Lansing Public Schools (“ELPS”) and MSU 
Community School of Music (“MSU”), as well as URC. Both ELPS and MSU 
currently operate under C, community zoning. 
 

If approved, the property would be subject to all other development standards of the 
RM-14, Low Density Multiple-Family Residential District regulations of Chapter 50, 
Article VI, Division 6, of the City Code, and all other regulations of the City Zoning 
Ordinance, Chapter 50 of the Code of the City of East Lansing, and remain subject to all 
other state and local requirements for land development. 
 
COMPARISON OF CURRENT AND PROPOSED ZONING 
 

 
C, Community Facilities 

(Existing) 

R-1, Low Density 
Single Family 
Residential 
(Existing) 

RM-14, Low Density 
Multiple Family 

Residential (Proposed) 

Front Yard 
Setback 

20 feet 25 feet 25 feet 

Rear Yard Setback 20 feet 25 feet 
25 feet, plus height and 

length increments 

Side Yard Setback 
Five feet, total of two sides 

shall be 15 feet 
10% of the lot width 
(min. of eight feet) 

10% of lot width, plus 
height and length 

increments 
Maximum Building 
Height (by right) 

3 stories or 40 feet 
2 ½ stories or 30 

feet 
3 stories or 40 feet 

Additional Height 
Permitted? 

No No No 

Maximum Building 
Coverage 

No maximum 25% 35% 

Maximum Ground 
Coverage 

No maximum 40% 45% percent 

Uses Permitted by 
Right 

Public schools; Private 
schools; Public parks; 

Cemeteries; Public 
hospitals 

Single-family 
dwellings; clustered 
development plans; 

Public or private 
schools 

Single-family dwellings; 
Two-family dwellings; 

Multiple-family dwellings 

Uses Permitted 
with a Special Use 

Permit 
None Religious facilities 

Fraternity/sororities; 
Religious facilities 

Mixed Use 
Permitted? 

No No No 

 
Section 125.3405 of the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act 
 
A conditional rezoning such as the one offered in this application was not allowed in 
Michigan until 2006 when the MZEA was modified (Act 110 of 2006).  The language for 
a conditional rezoning states the following: 
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125.3405 Use and development of land as condition to rezoning. 
(1) An owner of land may voluntarily offer in writing, and the local unit of 
government may approve, certain use and development of the land as a 
condition to a rezoning of the land or an amendment to a zoning map. 
 
(2) In approving the conditions under subsection (1), the local unit of 
government may establish a time period during which the conditions apply 
to the land. Except for an extension under subsection (4), if the conditions 
are not satisfied within the time specified under this subsection, the land 
shall revert to its former zoning classification.  
 
(3) The local government shall not add to or alter the conditions approved 
under subsection (1) during the time period specified under subsection (2) 
of this section.  
 
(4) The time period specified under subsection (2) may be extended upon 
the application of the landowner and approval of the local unit of 
government.  
 
(5) A local unit of government shall not require a landowner to offer 
conditions as a requirement for rezoning. The lack of an offer under 
subsection (1) shall not otherwise affect a landowner's rights under this 
act, the ordinances of the local unit of government, or any other laws of 
this state. 

 
OBJECTIVES OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN  
 
The East Lansing Big Picture Comprehensive Plan calls for School/Park/Recreation 
on this site, given the historic use of the property. The use of the property as a church is 
similar to the use of the property as a school or school administrative office, as it is an 
institutional type use that has less traditional peak hours of operation.  
 
SUMMARY COMMENTS 
 
The proposed change is being requested to allow University Reformed Church to 
occupy the building, which currently houses East Lansing Public School’s administration 
offices and the MSU Community School of Music. As it is currently zoned, the uses of 
the building are extremely limited after the School District moves out of the building. The 
change to RM-14 allows the church to request a Special Use Permit (reviewed under a 
separate heading) and leaves space for future expansion of the church, allowing them 
to grow on site.  
 
After the comments from the previous public hearing, the applicant recognized that a 
conditional rezoning agreement would allow them to meet their goals, while giving the 
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surrounding neighborhood much more clarity on the use of the property. With that in 
mind, they resubmitted their rezoning request, with a conditional rezoning attached, 
limiting the use of the property to religious uses, with no residential uses permitted.  
 
After reviewing the revised request, Staff recommends approval of the proposed 
ordinance. Staff has provided a sample motion for the Planning Commission to utilize.  
 
Motion to Recommend Approval 
 
In the matter of Ordinance 1281, an application from University Reformed Church to 
conditionally rezone the property at 841 Timberlane Street from C, Community Facilities 
and R-1, Low Density Single-Family Residential to RM-14, Low Density Multiple-Family 
Residential, motion to recommend City Council approve Ordinance 1281 for the 
following reasons… 
 

 (Insert specific Planning Commission reasons here) 
 The proposed rezoning would facilitate the reuse of the East Lansing Public 

School’s administration building. 
 The conditional rezoning agreement would provide certainty to both the Church 

and the surrounding neighborhood with respect to future use of the property.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduced:   
Public Hearing: 
Adopted:   
Effective:   

 
CITY OF EAST LANSING 

ORDINANCE NO. 1281 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING USE DISTRICT 
MAP OF CHAPTER 50 -- ZONING -- OF THE CODE OF THE 

CITY OF EAST LANSING 
 

THE CITY OF EAST LANSING ORDAINS: 
 
The Zoning Use District Map is hereby amended to rezone the following described area 
from C, Community Facilities and R-1, Low Density Single Family Residential, to RM-14, 
Low Density Multiple Family Residential District in accordance with the conditions set 
forth in the conditional rezoning agreement incorporated herein: 
 

Tax Parcel Nos:  33-20-02-08-311-009 & 33-20-02-08-311-022 
 

A PARCEL OF LAND SITUATED IN THE SOUTHWEST 1/ 4 OF SECTION 8, TOWN 4 NORTH, 
RANGE 1 WEST, CITY OF EAST LANSING, INGHAM COUNTY, MICHIGAN AND BEING MORE 
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS; BEGINNING AT A POINT ON THE NORTH-
SOUTH 1/ 4 LINE OF SAID SECTION 8; SAID POINT OF BEGINNING BEING NORTH 00°00'13" 
EAST, 673.22 FEET FROM THE SOUTH 1/ 4 CORNER OF SECTION 8; THENCE SOUTH 89°52'11" 
WEST, 549.41 FEET ALONG THE EASTERLY EXTENSION OF THE SOUTH LINE OF WALNUT 
HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION NO. 2 AS RECORDED IN LIBER 2 OF PLATS, PAGE 40, INGHAM 
COUNTY RECORDS (RECORDED AS N 89°01'30" E); THENCE NORTH 00°07'49" WEST, 162.44 
FEET; THENCE NORTH 59°02'7" WEST, 84.20 FEET ALONG THE EASTERLY EXTENSION OF 
THE NORTHERLY LINE OF LOT 104 OF WALNUT HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION NO. 2 TO THE 
NORTHEASTERLY CORNER OF SAID LOT 104; THENCE NORTHERLY AND EASTERLY 
ALONG THE BOUNDARY OF WALNUT HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION NO. 2 THE FOLLOWING 2 
COURSES; NORTH 29°29'43" EAST, 521.54 FEET (RECORDED AS N 28°40'30" E, 522 FEET); 
NORTH 89°54'43" EAST, 365.25 FEET (RECORDED AS N 89°07'50" E, 365.3 FEET) TO THE 
SOUTHEAST CORNER OF OUTLOT B OF WALNUT HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION NO. 2 AND A 
POINT ON THE NORTH-SOUTH 1/ 4 LINE OF SAID SECTION 8; THENCE SOUTH 00°00'13" 
WEST ALONG THE NORTH-SOUTH 1/ 4 LINE A DISTANCE OF 659.01 FEET TO THE POINT OF 
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BEGINNING, CONTAINING 7.77 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, AND SUBJECT TO THE RIGHTS OF 
THE PUBLIC FOR ROADWAY PURPOSES IN TIMBERLANE STREET, AND SUBJECT TO 
EASEMENTS, RESTRICTIONS AND RESERVATIONS OF RECORD OR USE, IF ANY. 

 
More commonly known as 841 Timberlane Street, East Lansing, Michigan 48823 

 
CONDITIONAL REZONING AGREEMENT 

 This Conditional Rezoning Agreement (the “Agreement”) is made this ___ day of 

___________, 2012, (the “Agreement”) by and between the CITY OF EAST LANSING, a 

Michigan municipal corporation, with its offices at City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, 

Michigan 48823 (the “City”), and University Reformed Church, with its offices at 4930 S. 

Hagadorn Road, East Lansing, Michigan 48823 (the “Owner”). 

 THE PARTIES RECITE THAT: 

 WHEREAS, the City is a municipal corporation organized and existing under and 

pursuant to the Michigan Home Rules Cities Act, 1909 PA 279, as amended (codified at MCL 

117.1 et seq;), and exercising all of the powers provided for therein and pursuant to East Lansing 

City Charter, adopted July 11, 1944, and as subsequently amended; and 

 WHEREAS, the Owner is a Domestic Nonprofit Corporation seeking to use the property 

for religious use only with no residential use; and 

 WHEREAS, the Owner controls certain parcels of real property located within the City 

of East Lansing at  841 Timberlane Street (as specifically listed and legally described in this 

ordinance/agreement) (the “Property”); and   

 WHEREAS, under and pursuant to Section 405 of the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 

2008 PA 110, as amended (codified at MCL 125.3405 et seq;) and Ordinance No. 1252 of the 

City of East Lansing, certain conditions voluntarily offered by the owner of land, including an 
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agreement between the City and the Owner, may become a condition of rezoning of the Property; 

and 

 WHEREAS, on May 28, 2012 the owner of the Property submitted a rezoning 

application for the property with a site plan (attached as EXHIBIT A), from C, Community 

Facilities and R-1, Low Density Single Family Residential, to RM-14, Low Density Multiple 

Family Residential District; and 

 WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission on June 27, 2012 held a Public Hearing on 

the Rezoning Application; and 

 WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission on June 27, 2012 heard considerable 

negative public comment concerning the potential for future Multiple-Family housing 

development possible under the requested zoning district; and 

 WHEREAS, the Owner on July 20, 2012 based on the public input offered to condition 

the rezoning request, voluntarily offering, in writing, certain conditions to rezone the property 

from C, Community Facilities and R-1, Low Density Single Family Residential, to RM-14, Low 

Density Multiple Family Residential District and is offering conditions as set forth in this 

Agreement; and 

WHEREAS, on July 11, 2012 the Planning Commission voted approval of the amended 

request for Conditional Rezoning based upon this Agreement and the attached exhibits; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council on ___________, 2012 voted to approve the request for 

Conditional Rezoning and adopted Ordinance No. 1281 based upon the conditions set forth in 

this Agreement and the attached exhibits; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and the mutual promises 

hereinafter set forth, the City and the Property Owner agree as follows:  
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1) THE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

a) Project Definition.  The Owner agrees to occupy the building and land for religious use 

only, with no residential use. All other permitted uses in Section 50-401 are prohibited, 

except during a transition period commencing immediately upon the date of transfer of 

title to URC through July 31, 2013, (“Transition Period”), the Property may continue to 

be used in part by East Lansing Public Schools (“ELPS”) and MSU Community School 

of Music (“MSU”), as well as URC. Both ELPS and MSU currently operate under C, 

community zoning. 

b) Zoning Use District Regulations.  Except as modified herein, the zoning use district 

regulations for the Property shall be the, RM-14, Low Density Multiple Family 

Residential District, Chapter 50, Article V, Division 3, of the City Code and the Property 

shall remain subject to all other district use and development standards, and all other 

regulations of the City Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 50 of the Code of the City of East 

Lansing, and shall remain subject to all other state and local requirements for land 

development. 

c) Compliance with Conditions. 

Upon the Owner commencing the use upon the property subject to this Agreement, the 

Property Owner and its successors or assigns shall continuously operate and maintain the 

Property or use in compliance with all of the conditions set forth in this Agreement.  Any 

failure to comply with a condition contained herein shall constitute a violation of the East 

Lansing zoning ordinance and be punishable accordingly against the owner of the 

property.  Additionally, any such violation shall be deemed a nuisance per se and subject 

to judicial abatement as provided by law. 
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2)  TIMING.   

The City and the Owner agree that the following approvals and activities are conditions to 

this Agreement:  

a)   If, except as otherwise specified herein, the use of the Property for religious use , once 

commenced pursuant to the terms of this agreement, ceases for more than 30 days after an 

order to correct has been issued by the planning and zoning official or his or her designee, 

the Property will revert to R-1, Low Density Single Family Residential District. 

b)   The Owner obtains special use permit approval for the use of the Property as a Church 

within twelve (12) months of approval of this Agreement by the City and before any use as 

a Church is commenced. 

3)  CITY RIGHT TO REZONE.  Nothing in this Agreement shall be deemed to prohibit the 

City from rezoning all or any portion of the Property which is subject to this Agreement to 

another zoning classification.  Any rezoning shall be conducted in compliance with the City’s 

zoning ordinance – Chapter 50 – of the East Lansing City Code and the Michigan Zoning 

Enabling Act, MCL 125.3405, et seq.; provided, however, that the City shall not rezone the 

property with a different zoning classification during the time period for commencement of the 

approved use as specified in Paragraph 2 above. 

4)  ENTIRE AGREEMENT.  This Agreement and the instruments which are to be executed in 

accordance with the requirements hereof set forth all of the covenants, agreements, stipulations, 

promises, conditions and understandings between the City, and the Owner concerning the 

Property as of the date hereof, and there are no covenants, agreements, stipulations, promises, 

conditions or understandings, either oral or written, between them other than as set forth herein. 
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5)  RELATIONSHIP OF THE PARTIES.  The relationship of the City, and the Owner shall 

be defined solely by the expressed terms of this Agreement, including the implementing 

documents described or contemplated herein, and neither the cooperation of the parties 

hereunder nor anything expressly or implicitly contained herein shall be deemed or construed to 

create a partnership, limited or general, or joint venture between the City and the Owner, nor 

shall any party or their agent be deemed to be the agent or employee of any other party to this 

Agreement. 

6)  MODIFICATION.  This Agreement can be modified or amended only by a written 

instrument expressly referring hereto and executed by the City and the Owner. 

7)  MICHIGAN LAW TO CONTROL.  This Agreement and the rights and obligations of the 

parties hereunder shall be construed in accordance with Michigan law. 

8)  DUE AUTHORIZATION.  The City and the Owner each warrant and represent to the other 

that this Agreement and the terms and condition thereof have been duly authorized and approved 

by, in the case of the City, its City Council and all other governmental agencies whose approval 

may be required as a precondition to the effectiveness hereof, in the case of the Authority by its 

members and all other applicable governmental agencies, and as to the Owner, by the  members 

thereof, and that the persons who have executed this Agreement below have been duly 

authorized to do so.  The parties hereto agree to provide such opinions of counsel as to the due 

authorization and binding effect of this Agreement and the collateral documents contemplated 

hereby as the other party shall reasonably request. 

9)  ASSIGNMENT.  It is understood and agreed that the Owner may assign all or a portion of its 

rights and duties hereunder to one or more entities. 
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10)  NO PERSONAL LIABILITY.  The obligations hereunder of the City and the Owner shall 

constitute solely the obligations of the respective entities to be satisfied solely from their 

respective assets, and no officer, agent, employee or partner of any of said entities shall have any 

personal obligation responsibility or liability for the performance of the terms of this Agreement. 

11)  RECORDING.  The approved conditions of rezoning set forth in this ordinance, or an 

affidavit or memorandum giving notice thereof, shall be filed by the City Zoning Administrator 

with the Ingham County Register of Deeds. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement on the date first set 

forth above. 

   
WITNESS:                                                             [Property Owner]: 
 
 
 
By   By   
   
 
WITNESSES:  CITY OF EAST LANSING: 
 
 
 
By   By   
  Diane Goddeeris., Mayor 
 
 
By   By   
  Marie E. McKenna, City Clerk 
 
Approved as to Form: 
 
 
  
Thomas M. Yeadon, City Attorney 
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The City of East Lansing further ordains that this ordinance shall be published within 15 days 
after its adoption. 
 
The City of East Lansing further ordains that this ordinance shall become effective 7 days after it 
is published. 
 
The foregoing ordinance was moved for adoption by Council Member ______ and seconded by 
Council Member __________, with a vote thereon being:  YES ( ) NO (), at a regular meeting of 
the City Council held pursuant to public notice in compliance with the Michigan Open Meetings 
Act, on the _____ day of ________, 2012. 
 
Ordinance No. 1281 declared adopted this _____ day of ___________, 2012.  
 
 
By__________________________________ By____________________________________ 
Diane Goddeeris, Mayor  Marie E. McKenna, City Clerk 
 

CERTIFICATE OF APPLICANT 
 
The undersigned duly authorized representative of the applicant property owner does hereby 
certify that the conditions to rezoning set forth above in this ordinance were freely and 
voluntarily offered by the land owner to the City as required by MCL125.3405(5). 
 
 [Property Owner] 
 
 
 
 By_________________________________ 
 
 

































































































City of East Lansing, Michigan 
 

Resolution Declaring September 17-23, 2012 Constitution 
Week 

 
September 4, 2012 

 
WHEREAS, the Constitution of the United States of America secures the 

blessing of liberty for all Americans and embodies the principles of life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness; and, 

 
WHEREAS, September 17, 2012, marks the two hundred and twenty-fifth 

anniversary of the drafting of the Constitution of the United States of America by the 
Constitutional Convention. Many schools and many communities will be honoring 
the occasion during the declared 2012 Constitution Week of September 17-23, 2012; 
and the Friday previous to that weekend; and, 

 
WHEREAS, this anniversary provides an opportunity for all Americans to 

reflect on the rights and privileges of citizenship and to learn about and celebrate the 
achievements of the founders of our nation; and, 

 
WHEREAS,  this body recognizes that there are many opportunities in which 

people of all ages may become involved: read a book from the local library, study an 
aspect of the seven Articles or one or two of the twenty seven Amendments, schedule 
for your book club  a book about one of the signers of the Constitution, attend  the 
Constitution Day playing of the bells at the Carillon on campus at Michigan State 
University on September 17th at noon or attend a special lecture on the Constitution 
on campus or some other creative way; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of East 
Lansing hereby declares the week of September 17-23, 2012 as Constitution Week in 
the City of East Lansing and urges all citizens to rededicate themselves to our country, 
to the support and defense of our Constitution, and to a greater involvement in 
responsible citizenship.  
 
 
 
 
 Diane Goddeeris 

Mayor 
 Marie E. McKenna 

City Clerk 
Adopted:  September 4, 2012 

 
 





  

CITY CLERK 
Quality Services for a Quality Community 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO:  George Lahanas, City Manager 

FROM: Marie E. McKenna, City Clerk 

DATE: August 30, 2012 

SUBJECT:  Block Party/Street Closure 
 
 
 

Attached is a request for a block party and street closure from Amy Refior for a 
neighborhood block party. 
 
She is requesting permission to close the corner of Lantern Hill Drive and Cedarhill Drive 
on Saturday, October 6, 2012 from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. There is no rain date for this 
event. 
 
The organizer of the party obtained signatures of property owners or tenants on the block 
where the party is being held and the names of five people who will be responsible for the 
block party’s activities.   
 
The required $50.00 application fee for a block party was submitted with the letter of 
request from the organizers of the block party. 
 
Please place this request on the September 4, 2012 agenda for Council’s approval.   
 

City of East Lansing
CITY CLERK

410 Abbot Road
East Lansing, MI 48823

(517) 319-6914
www.cityofeastlansing.com











  

CITY CLERK 
Quality Services for a Quality Community 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO:  George Lahanas, City Manager 

FROM: Marie E. McKenna, City Clerk 

DATE: August 30, 2012 

SUBJECT:  Block Party/Street Closure 
 
 
 

Attached is a request for a block party and street closure from Mark Neisler for a block 
party. 
 
He is requesting permission to close Evergreen Avenue between Northlawn Street and 
Centerlawn Avenue on Saturday, September 8, 2012 from 3:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. There is 
no rain date for this event. 
 
The organizer of the party obtained signatures of property owners or tenants on the block 
where the party is being held and the names people who will be responsible for the block 
party’s activities.   
 
The required $50.00 application fee for a block party was submitted with the letter of 
request from the organizers of the block party. 
 
Please place this request on the September 4, 2012 agenda for Council’s approval.   
 

City of East Lansing
CITY CLERK

410 Abbot Road
East Lansing, MI 48823

(517) 319-6914
www.cityofeastlansing.com











  

COMMUNICATIONS 
Quality Services for a Quality Community 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO:  George Lahanas, City Manager 

FROM: Ami Van Antwerp, Communications Coordinator 

DATE: Aug. 29, 2012 

SUBJECT:  Request for Street Closure for the Capital City River Run Half 
Marathon 

 
 

The attached is a request to place a request for street closures for the Capital City River 
Run (CCRR) half marathon on Sunday, Sept. 16 on the upcoming City Council consent 
agenda: 
 

 one lane on eastbound Michigan Avenue from western boundary of the city to 
Harrison Road (8:15 – 9 a.m.) 

 Harrison Road from the Michigan Avenue intersection south about 800 feet to 
the walkway between the Kellogg Center parking ramp and Kellogg Center 
(8:45 – 9:30 a.m.) 

 Harrison Road at Kalamazoo Street (8:50 a.m. -9:50 a.m.) 
 
The Department of Public Works and East Lansing Police Department have been contacted 
and are supportive of the request. Once approved, the departments will work with the race 
directors to put a final street closure plan in place. An estimated $500 will be assessed for 
overtime costs associated with the race. 

City of East Lansing
COMMUNICATIONS

410 Abbot Road
East Lansing, MI 48823

(517) 319-6927
www.cityofeastlansing.com





August 10, 2012 

To:  Victor Loomis, Mayor 
  Diane Goddeeris, Mayor Pro Team 
  Kevin Beard, East Lansing City Council Member 
  Roger Peters, East Lansing City Council Member 
  Nathan Triplett, East Lansing City Council Member 
 
From:  Michelle Phillipich, Race Director Assistant 
 
Re:  Route for Capital City Half Marathon 
 
The organizing committee of the Capital City River Run (CCRR) half marathon, an event benefiting the 
Impression 5 Science Center, hereby submits a request for permission to route its half marathon course 
through a portion of East Lansing. 
Race date is Sunday, September 16th, 2012.  The race starts on Michigan Ave near the Lansing Center, 
heads east into East Lansing, turns south onto Harrison Rd and enters Michigan State University near 
Kellogg Center.  As the participants leave campus via Kalamazoo, they cross over Harrison Rd and enter 
the river trail for the remainder of the race.  A map of the course is attached. 

We are asking for: 

• Minimum of one lane on eastbound Michigan Ave from western boundary of the city to 
Harrison Rd. 

• Harrison Rd from the Michigan Ave intersection south about 800 feet to the walkway between 
the Kellogg Center parking ramp and Kellogg Center. 

• Harrison at Kalamazoo St. 

East Kalamazoo is the responsibility of MSU. 

Participants will pass thru the Harrison Rd at Michigan Ave intersection from approximately 8:45am until 
9:30am.  They will cross Harrison Rd at the Kalamazoo intersection from approximately 8:50a.m. to 
9:40a.m.  Complete closure of Harrison at the Kalamazoo Street Crossing will be required to some points 
during the race.  However, there will be periods which some vehicles will be able to pass. 

Please let me know if you have questions or need additional information.  I can be reached at 
michelle@playmakers.com or by cell phone at 517-899-5211. 

We sincerely appreciate the cooperation of the City of East Lansing in helping make the 20th year of the 
Capital City River Run a successful event. 
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EAST LANSING POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Quality Services for a Quality Community 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO:  George Lahanas, City Manager 

FROM:  Steve Whelan, School Resource Officer 

DATE: August 22, 2012 

SUBJECT: East Lansing High School (ELHS) Homecoming 
 
 
 

I would like to request the following street closures to accommodate the ELHS 
Homecoming parade on Friday, October 5, 2012: 
 

 Old Hickory between Whitehills Drive and Burcham Drive from 5-6 p.m.  
 Burcham Drive between Old Hickory Lane and M.A.C. Avenue from 5-6 p.m. or 

until the last unit has moved off Burcham Drive 
 M.A.C. Avenue from Burcham Drive and Albert Avenue from 5:25-6:10 p.m. 
 Albert Avenue from M.A.C. Avenue to Bailey Street from 5:30-6:10 p.m. 
 Bailey Street between Albert Avenue and Burcham Drive from 5:15-6:15 p.m. or 

until the last unit has moved off Bailey Street 
 
The parade will begin at 5:30 p.m. and travel south on Old Hickory Drive, west on 
Burcham Drive, south on M.A.C. Avenue, east on Albert Avenue and north on Bailey 
Street. The ELHS parade will end at Old Hickory Lane. 
 
Residents that will be affected by this closure will be notified. 
 
Please place this item on the September 4, 2012 City Council consent agenda for approval. 
 

City of East Lansing
COMMUNICATIONS

410 Abbot Road
East Lansing, MI 48823

(517) 319-6927
www.cityofeastlansing.com





  

COMMUNICATIONS 
Quality Services for a Quality Community 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO:  George Lahanas, City Manager 

FROM: Kathryn Gardner 

DATE: August 10, 2012 

SUBJECT:  Homecoming Street Closures 

 
 

The following is a request for permission to close streets for the 2012 MSU 
Homecoming Parade on Friday, October 12, 2012: 
 

 Abbot between Whitehills/Oxford and Burcham from 3-7 p.m. for parade 
staging 

 Centerlawn from Forest to Abbot from 3-7 p.m. for parade staging 

 Northlawn from Forest to Abbot from 3-7 p.m. for parade staging 

 Evergreen from Centerlawn to Northlawn from 3-7 p.m. for parade staging 

 Forest from Centerlawn to Northlawn from 3-7 p.m. for parade staging 

 Fern from Abbot to Evergreen from from 3-7 p.m. for parade staging 

 Abbot from Burcham to Grand River from 5:45-7:15 p.m. or until the last unit 
has moved off Grand River 

 Grand River between Abbot and Collingwood entrance from 5:45-7:15 p.m. or 
until the last unit has moved off Grand River 

 Burcham between Old Hickory and Abbot from 4-6:15 p.m. or until the last 
unit has moved off Burcham 

 
The parade will begin at the intersection of Abbot and Burcham at the East Lansing 
Hannah Community Center and travel south on Abbot; east on Grand River; south on 
Farm Lane via the Collingwood Entrance; and end at the intersection of Farm and 
Shaw. 
 
Letters will be mailed to East Lansing businesses and residences notifying them of the 
closures. If you have any questions, please contact Regina Cross, MSU Homecoming 
parade coordinator, at (517) 353-3069. Thank you! 

City of East Lansing
COMMUNICATIONS

410 Abbot Road
East Lansing, MI 48823

(517) 319-6927
www.cityofeastlansing.com





  

PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
Quality Services for a Quality Community 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO:  George Lahanas, City Manager 

FROM: Darcy C. Schmitt, Planning and Zoning Administrator 

DATE: August 29, 2012 

SUBJECT:   2000 Merritt – Site Plan and Special Use Permit 
 
 
On August 8, 2012, with seven (7) members present the Planning Commission 
voted unanimously to approve an application from Spartan Technology 
Development, LLC for Site Plan and Special Use Permit approval for the property 
at 2000 Merritt Road.  The application proposes to convert a portion of an existing 
office to allow a tasting room and the retail sales of products produced by 
biomanufacturing and distilling operation.  The property is zoned OIP, Office 
Industrial Park District. 
 
Please forward to City Council to set a public hearing for October 2, 2012 at the 
September 4, 2012 meeting. 

City of East Lansing
PLANNING AND

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

410 Abbot Road
East Lansing, MI 48823

(517) 319-6930
www.cityofeastlansing.com





  

PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
Quality Services for a Quality Community 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO:  George Lahanas, City Manager 

FROM: Darcy C. Schmitt, Planning and Zoning Administrator 

DATE: August 29, 2012 

SUBJECT:  Ordinance 1274 – 316 Gunson, 400 Gunson, and 1130 Beech – 
Garten House Redevelopment 

 
 
On August 8, 2012 with seven (7) members present the Planning Commission voted 
unanimously to deny Ordinance 1274 a request from DTN Management to rezone 
the properties at 316 Gunson, 400 Gunson, and 1130 Beech from RM-14, Low 
Density Multiple-Family Residential, to RM-54, University Oriented Multiple 
Family Residential.  The change is being requested in conjunction with a proposal 
to redevelop the Garten House apartment complex, reducing the overall density 
from 50 to 48 beds. 
 
Please forward to City Council to set a public hearing for October 2, 2012 at the 
September 4, 2012 meeting. 
 

City of East Lansing
PLANNING AND

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

410 Abbot Road
East Lansing, MI 48823

(517) 319-6930
www.cityofeastlansing.com





Introduced:  December 20, 2011 
Public Hearing:  
Adopted:   
Effective:   

 
 
 

CITY OF EAST LANSING 
ORDINANCE NO. 1274 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING USE DISTRICT 
MAP OF CHAPTER 50 -- ZONING -- OF THE CODE OF THE 

CITY OF EAST LANSING 
 

THE CITY OF EAST LANSING ORDAINS: 
 
The Zoning Use District Map is hereby amended to rezone the following described area 
from RM-14, Low Density Multiple-Family Residential District to RM-54, University 
Oriented Multiple-Family Residential District: 
 

Parcel 1: (Beechwood Apartments) 
 

Tax Parcel Nos:33-20-02-18-226-002 and 33-20-02-18-233-001 
 
Commencing 245.05 feet East of the Southwest corner of the Plat of Avondale; thence East 
170 feet; thence South 260.03 feet (recorded as 260.09 feet) along the West line of 
Supervisor’s Plat No. 5; thence West 266 feet along the North line of M.P. Saxton’s 
Viewfield No. 2; thence North 66 feet; thence East 96 feet; thence North 195.17 feet 
(recorded as 195.82 feet) to the point of beginning; Except the North 30 feet used for Beech 
Street; Section 18, Town 4 North, Range 1 West, City of East Lansing, Ingham County, 
Michigan. 
 
AND; 
 
The West 72 feet of Lots 41 and 42, Supervisor’s Plat No. 5, part of Section 18, Town 4 
North, Range 1 West, City of East Lansing, Ingham County, Michigan, Excepting the North 
30 feet thereof. 

 
More commonly known as 1130 Beech Street, East Lansing, Michigan 48823 

 
Parcel 2: (KEK Family Limited Partnership) 
 
Tax Parcel No.:33-20-02-18-226-001 
 
Beginning at the southwest corner of the Plat of Avondale; thence East 245.05 feet; thence 
South 195.8 feet; thence West 245.05 feet; thence North 195.8 feet to the beginning; Except 



the North 30 feet is used for Beech Street on the Northeast ¼ of Section 18 Town 4 North, 
Range 1 West, City of East Lansing, Ingham County, Michigan. 
 
More commonly known as 400 Gunson Street, East Lansing, Michigan 48823 
 
Parcel 3: (LGM Apartments, LLC) 
 
Tax Parcel No: 33-20-02-18-226-011 

 
Beginning on the East line of Gunson Street 3.6 feet West of the Northwest corner of 
Saxton’s Viewfield Subdivision No. 2; thence North 66 feet on the East line of Gunson 
Street; thence East 148.5 feet ; thence South 66 feet to the North line of said Subdivision; 
thence West 148.5 feet on said North line to the point of beginning.   
 
AND; 
 
The North 10 feet of Lot 86, Saxton’s Viewfield Subdivision No. 2. a part of Northeast ¼ of 
Section 18, Town 4 North, Range 1 West, City of East Lansing, Ingham County, Michigan, 
according to the recorded plat thereof. 
 

More commonly known as 316 Gunson Street, East Lansing, MI  48823 
 
 

 
 
By__________________________________ By____________________________________ 
Diane Goddeeris, Mayor  Marie McKenna, City Clerk 













































































  

PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
Quality Services for a Quality Community 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO:  George Lahanas, City Manager 

FROM: Tim Dempsey, Director – Planning & Community Development/CENC  

CC:  Annette Irwin, Assistant Director - CENC 

DATE: August 30, 2012 

SUBJECT:  St. Anne Update 

 
 

As indicated in last week’s Council communication, a temporary Certificate of Occupancy 
was issued for the St. Anne Lofts last Friday.  I have attached the C of O, the city’s letter 
dated August 15th outlining the additional requirements, and a letter from the Peabody 
Group addressing the Design Professional Responsible in Charge issue.  Also included is 
an email exchange that clarifies an item in the Peabody Group letter and a memo regarding 
the MBC definition of Design Professional Responsible in Charge.  We are awaiting 
additional information pertaining to the four outstanding items as outlined in the August 
15th letter.    

City of East Lansing
PLANNING AND

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

410 Abbot Road
East Lansing, MI 48823

(517) 319-6930
www.cityofeastlansing.com

















Tim Dempsey - Re: St. Anne-Peabody Letter 

  
To All, 
 
The statement in my letter concerning the site engineering was just as Jim has indicated below.  Kebs did the 
actual site layout directly for the owner so it was not part of our services.  Our responsibility does extend to the 
foundations as Jim says.  I hope this clears up any confusion that might have been created.  Please let me know 
if you have any other questions. 
 
Thanks. 
  
Russell Peabody, NCARB 
The Peabody Group 
Office 517-349-0902 
Fax 517-349-0989 
rpeabody_thepeabodygroup@yahoo.com 
 

From: Jim Reyers <jreyers@WolvGroup.com> 
To: rpeabody_thepeabodygroup@yahoo.com  
Cc: kris@egco.us; trcallaway@hotmail.com; tdempse@cityofeastlansing.com  
Sent: Thursday, August 23, 2012 8:24 AM 
Subject: RE: St. Anne-Peabody Letter 
 
Russ, 
  
Could you forward, via email is fine, an explanation of what you mean your last sentence of the first 
paragraph which addressed your position on the site engineering. 
  
James R. Reyers 
Wolverine Building Group 
4045 Barden SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49512 
616-949-3360 Ph 
616-949-6211 Fx 
From: Tim Dempsey [mailto:tdempse@cityofeastlansing.com]  
Sent: Thursday, August 23, 2012 8:13 AM 
To: Jim Reyers 
Cc: kris@egco.us; trcallaway@hotmail.com 
Subject: Re: St. Anne-Peabody Letter 
  
Jim, 
  
Would you have Russ send me this explanation directly?  Email is fine. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Tim 

From:    Russell Peabody <rpeabody_thepeabodygroup@yahoo.com>
To:    Jim Reyers <jreyers@WolvGroup.com>
Date:    8/23/2012 9:33 AM
Subject:   Re: St. Anne-Peabody Letter
CC:    "kris@egco.us" <kris@egco.us>, "trcallaway@hotmail.com" <trcallaway@hotm...
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>>> "Jim Reyers" <jreyers@WolvGroup.com> 8/21/2012 3:16 PM >>> 
Tim, 
  
As discussed, the statement in Russ's letter regarding the responsibility for the site, is simply referring 
to the site plan, which was completed by KEBS.  This is basically a site layout, as there were no utilities 
to design.  Its does not include the foundation's, which were under Peabody's responsibility.  
  
We trust this along with our phone conversation, will resolve this issue.  Should you require anything 
else, please let us know. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
James R. Reyers 
Wolverine Building Group 
4045 Barden SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49512 
616-949-3360 Ph 
616-949-6211 Fx 
 
 

East Lansing e-news is just a click away. Sign up to receive East Lansing's Dialog e-newsletter 
and other e-publications. Just visit http://www.cityofeastlansing.com/news today!  
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CODE ENFORCMENT & NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION 
Quality Services for a Quality Community 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO:  Tim Dempsey, Planning and Community Development 

FROM: Annette M. Irwin, Assistant Director, CENC 

DATE: August 23, 2012 

SUBJECT:  Design professional responsible in charge as stated in the MBC 2009 
 
 

The Michigan Building Code 2009 states that the Building Official shall be authorized to 
require an owner to engage and designate a design professional responsible in charge.  The 
code states that: 
 
The registered design professional in responsible charge shall be responsible for reviewing 
and coordinating submittal documents prepared by others, including phased and deferred 
submittal items, for compatibility with the design of the building. 
 
 

City of East Lansing
410 Abbot Road

East Lansing, MI 48823

(517) 337-1731
www.cityofeastlansing.com
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